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Deepa Narayan, Raj Patel, Kai Schafft, Anne Rademacher, Sara Koch-Schulte : Can Anyone Hear Us?: Voices 
of the Poor (World Bank Publication)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Can Anyone Hear Us?: Voices of the Poor (World Bank Publication): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very useful for my research in transformational development in 
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Majority nationsBy CustomerVery useful for my research in transformational development in Majority nations.6 of 6 
people found the following review helpful. Compelling Account of Global PovertyBy A CustomerCan Anyone Hear 
Us?, goes beyond typical methods of poverty assessment to get the inside track on global poverty through the use of 
Participatory Poverty Assessments (PPA's). PPA's seek to understand poverty from the perspective of the poor and 
directly involve the poor in follow-up action. This publication encompasses the uninhibited voices of 40,000 
impoverished people around the globe. The result is a definition of poverty much richer than the traditional one, as 
well as, a behind the scenes evaluation of the current methods attempting to alleviate poverty in the world today. This 
new means of evaluating poverty is truly interesting because it puts a fresh spin on the issue.Specifically, Deepa 
Narayan, the book's primary author, reveals that poverty is much more complex than generally perceived. She goes to 
great lengths to discuss that while poverty is material in nature, it has tremendous psychological repercussions. She 
weighs the voices of men and woman equally and uses the results of the studies to evaluate current programs, 
government, community-based and non-government, on the experiences of the people whom they aim to help. Finally, 
the book recommends various changes be made to status quo international poverty reduction programs.Narayan 
succeeds in weaving the accounts of the poor into a convincing call to action without being overdramatic or whiney. 
Through her use of stories and quotations, her book has an unmistakable human cry; a cry that cannot be blocked from 
the ears of the reader. These unheard perspectives make the book a quick, yet thought provoking read. At times it 
seems that the personal accounts will never cease, and the reader is left feeling overwhelmed and depressed. This type 
of appeal is probably necessary, however, to awaken us to the reality that millions of people on the planet struggle 
daily for survival. Ultimately, the reader is left thinking, why didn't we consult with the poor earlier?The most 
incredible issue highlighted in this book is the general lack of power and control the poor have over their lives. They 
are most often victims of circumstances beyond their control. Hard work does not make a difference. Many go to bed 
each night with their hunger unfulfilled, despite long hours of grueling labor. Their governments, our global markets, 
and even NGO's are not adequately responding to their desire to have a voice in the matters concerning their own 
fate.Can Anyone Hear Us? is compelling. It gives a voice to those who have been unheard and forgotten and reveals 
that our current efforts to help alleviate poverty are falling short. It is an indispensable read for anyone seeking to 
understand the nature of global poverty.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Voices of the poor - Can 
anyone hear us ?By Joav MerrickSeveral studies from Europe have over time shown that children growing up in 
poverty have long lasting effects on their physical and mental health, medical service utilization and criminal behavior. 
Poverty is even today in developed countries like United States and Israel (about 25% of children living in poverty) a 
major public health problem of a magnitude that is markedly different than Scandinavian countries (3%). The official 
poverty rate for children (the proportion of those poor) in the United States declined sharply between 1960-69, had an 
upward trend between 1969-93 with a steady figure around 20%, since 1981. In 1996, the federal government counted 
20.5% of the children poor, 18.3% of those 6-17 years of age and 22.7% of all those under six years of age. In 1996, 
16.3% of all White children were living in poverty, 39.9% of all Black children and 40.3% of all Hispanic children. 
This book is the first in a series of three books on Voices of the Poor with information gathered from the views, 
experiences and aspirations of over 60,000 poor women and men from 60 countries. This first bring the cry from 
40,000 poor persons in 50 countries. It is devided in seven chapters: Listening, definitions, state institutions, civil 
society institutions, gender relations in the household, social fragmentation and the conclusion with ways forward. The 
work has been undertaken under the auspices of the World Bank. In the pages of this book you will find testimony to 
the poor people of this world, their hunger and pain, but also strength and resilience, which will point the way forward. 
We can see the need for further research into the effects of poverty on child development, investigate resiliency, 
adaptive behaviors and find ways to make policy relevant research...

First in a group of three volumes resulting from a global consultation and research effort. multi-country research 
initiative to understand poverty from the eyes of the poor, the 'Voices of the Poor' project was undertaken to inform the 
World Bank's activities and the 'World Development Report 2000/2001'. 'Voices of the Poor' marks the first time such 
an exercise has been undertaken in so many developing countries and transition economies around the world. Volume 
1, 'Can Anyone Hear Us?' gathers the voices of over 40,000 poor women and men in 50 countries from the World 
Bank's participatory poverty assessments (Deepa Narayan, Raj Patel, Kai Schafft, Anne Rademacher, and Sarah Koch-
Schulte, authors). Volume 2, 'Crying Out for Change' pulls together new field work conducted in 1999 in 23 countries 
(Deepa Narayan, Robert Chambers, Meera Shah, and Patti Petesch, authors). Volume 3, 'From Many Lands' offers 
regional patterns and country case-studies (Deepa Narayan and Patti Petesch, editors).'Voices of the Poor' provides a 
unique and detailed picture of the life of the poor and explains the constraints poor people face to escape from poverty 
in a way that more traditional survey techniques do not capture well. Each of the three volumes demonstrates the 
importance of voice and power in poor people's definition of poverty. 'Voices of the Poor' concludes that we need to 
expand our conventional views of poverty which focus on income expenditure, education, and health to include 



measures of voice and empowerment.A copublication of the World Bank and Oxford University Press.


