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Economy (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy):

Capital asa Socia Kind provides an introduction to socia kindsin social theory. Thinking about kinds, the way we
sort the things of the world into categories -- water, for example, isanatural kind has made an important contribution
to our understanding of sciencein the last half century, but these advances have been largely applicable to the natural,
rather than the social sciences. Drawing on the rich examples offered by Marxs analysis of capital and exploring a
methodology that will be of interest to both Marxist and non-Marxist social theorists alike, Capital as a Socia Kind
extends this approach to the study of social life. The book argues that, provoked by his study of Aristotle, Marxs
attentions foreshadowed contemporary themesin the realist philosophy of science. Importantly, social kind analysisis
relevant not only to understanding his critique of political economy but illuminates also a materialist study of law,
justice, morality and the transition to socialism. Socia kind analysis also opens a path for the development of todays
moral realism by suggesting the need for a systematic study of the causal structures of socia life. In this respect the
importance of normative themesin Marxism is defended against claims that the Marxist tradition lacks the resources
to call capitalism unjust or to defend morality and human rights. The origin of capital, Marx suggests, can be found in
the rupture of an original unity between the laborer and the means of labor, and the book explores the way a structure
of separations best characterizes capital asasocia kind. This uncovers alittle developed emphasisin Marxs work his
focus on the phenomena of separation that define our lives and also on forms of association required to transcend
them. Given that capitalism has made the instruments of labor instruments of social |abor, forms of association that
would recover worker control over them must be democratic. The transition to socialism, the book concludes, just is
winning the battle of democracy. This book will be of interest to students and researchers of economics, philosophy
and indeed any social science subject.

Thisisavery important book. It not only makes a distinctive and original contribution to Marxism, it is also important
for philosophers of science and moral theory. Marxs dialectical materialism fits into neither of the prevailing
conceptions of inquiry: reductionist, ahistorical, atheoretical positivism or postmodernist constructivism.

Engel skirchen articulates on Marxs behalf a sophisticated non-reductionist materialism grounded in the contemporary
philosophy of science, philosophy of language and the metaphysics of natural kinds. The question of Marx aside,
Engelskirchens realist conception of social scienceis afundamental contribution to the literature of the philosophy of
science and will be of interest to anyone who, in pursuing the study of complex phenomena, seeksto avoid aforced
choice between positivism and postmaodernism. The book will be equally important for philosophers interested in
moral theory. Marx is adeep critic of bourgeois moral and legal values but his normative concerns are also in some
sense continuous with the values he criticizes. Thisis the classic question of commensurability/incommensurability in
the sense of Kuhn. Engelskirchens treatment is a marvel of dialectical sophistication. He brilliantly extends his non-
reductionist approach to the epistemology and semantics of natural kinds to illuminate the respects of continuity and
difference between bourgeois and Marxist normative conceptions. Here too the results will be important to those who
until now may have paid little attention to Marx. Anyone interested in how normative conceptions change over time
will find in Engel skirchens approach a convincing alternative to relativist conceptions. - Dr. Richard Boyd, Susan Linn
Sage Professor of Philosophy at Cornell University, USAAbout the AuthorHoward Engelskirchen isalawyer and a
philosopher who has previously taught at the University of Santa Clara, Western State University College of Law, the
University of Hawaii, lowa State University and Union College, USA.



