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Daniel N. Belin : Charitable Foundations: The Essential Guide to Giving and Compliance  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Charitable Foundations: The Essential Guide 
to Giving and Compliance: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy V. KoloMust read for starting a foundation.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Great Book on a Complicated SubjectBy CustomerI am not an MBA or 
money advisor, but I needed information on charitable foundations so I could speak intelligently and understand the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1942961111


suggestions being made by my wealth management advisor. All the information that I needed was in one place and 
very clearly presented for someone who is not a financial professional.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. An essential resource for running a charityBy TdKThe only regret I have about this book is that it was not 
available when I was serving on the boards of small 501(c)(3) organizations over the past 30 years. As a compendium 
of potential pitfalls and best practices, chiefly concerning federal tax law, it should rapidly become an invaluable go-to 
resource for executives, administrators and directors of charities large and small. It is well-organized and specific 
enough to go directly to a special area of concern and readable enough to go cover to cover for an overview of the dos, 
don't-dos and be-extra-carefuls of life in the nonprofit world. Charitable Foundations is not cheap but, as the flyleaf 
notes, "staying out of trouble is far less costly than getting out of trouble."

Charitable Foundations: The Essential Guide to Giving and ComplianceFoundation trustees and officers bear the legal 
obligation to ensure that moneys entrusted to the foundation for charitable purposes will be used for those purposes. 
However, highly complex statutes and regulations set forth numerous requirements and prohibitions. How can officers 
and trustees recognize when rules are about to be violated or know what questions to ask to elicit key information 
about an issue? For example, What types of grants are off limits to a charitable foundation? What steps does a 
charitable foundation have to take before making a grant to another foundation? What rules apply to foundations 
making loans to for-profit businesses?The wrong answers can be costly to the foundation, its grantees, and the general 
public.This highly readable book, packed with useful examples, addresses these and numerous other situations related 
to charitable foundations. The book includes a helpful glossary of key terms, as well as extensive endnotes providing 
additional detail.

"Daniel Belin's book educates. Copies of this book should be in the office of every foundation and in the library of 
every trustee." --Elizabeth McCormack, advisor to the Rockefeller Family; President Emerita, Manhattanville College; 
and former Board Chair, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation"A comprehensive guide on issues of 
importance to private foundations. This excellent primer on private foundations is a useful starting point for anyone 
involved in or planning to become a part of the nonprofit world."--Geoffrey Gund, President, The George Gund 
Foundation"Daniel Belin has been doing pioneering work with charitable foundations for his entire career. Now, he 
brings his ideas and knowledge to everyone -- and the impact will be profound. This book establishes the landscape for 
present and future charitable foundations so they can continue their mission to help society."--David B. Agus, MD, 
Professor of Medicine and Engineering, University of Southern California, and New York Times bestselling author of 
The End of Illness and A Short Guide to a Long Life"Dan Belin's book reflects his forty-plus years of expertise in 
advising the nonprofit sector. It is an invaluable one-stop guide for leaders who need to ensure they understand the 
basics of legal requirements and compliance for foundations and nonprofit organizations." --Irene Hirano Inouye, 
Trustee, Ford Foundation and Kresge Foundation"Mr. Belin has erected a much-needed lighthouse to guide nonexperts 
through the treacherous shoals of statutory and regulatory compliance by charitable foundations and their officers and 
trustees."--Milan D. Smith, Jr., US Circuit Judge, US Court of Appeals for the Ninth CircuitCharitable Foundations is 
a book I would recommend to every trustee of a charitable foundation. I would also recommend it to every board 
member of a nonprofit seeking funds. This is a clear, easy legal guide to the principles of giving. Readers will gain a 
sense of responsibility in this complex world of charitable giving.Andrea Van de Kamp, Chair Emerita, Los Angeles 
Music CenterDaniel Belins book is a must-read and a great reference book for anyone involved in the world of 
foundations.Eli Broad, founder of The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation and The Broad Art FoundationAbout the 
AuthorDaniel Belin brings more than forty years of advisory and practical experience to his work. Over that time 
period he has provided family foundations, public charities and a variety of other not-for-profit organizations with 
multi-faceted support, as a lawyer and then as a consultant. Through all of this work, he has applied the broad practical 
experience he gained through years of service as a board member and officer of a variety of non-profit organizations. 
He is the author of Charitable Foundations: The Essential Guide to Giving and Compliance (May 2015). 


