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Psycholinguist Maya Hickmann presents an original comparative study of discourse development in English, French, 
German, and Chinese. Hickmann discusses the main theoretical issues in the study of first language acquisition and 
provides a wide review of available studies in three domains of child language: person, space and time. Her findings 
concern the rhythm of language acquisition, its formal and functional determinants, and its universal vs. language-
specific aspects. The conclusions stress the importance of relating sentence and discourse determinants of acquisition 
in a crosslinguistic perspective.

of the hardback: '... this book remains one of the most impressive in the field of language acquisition. The richness of 
the data from four different languages is truly striking, and linguists in almost any subfield of linguistics are 
guaranteed to learn much of value from this book.' LinguisticsAbout the AuthorMaya Hickmann is Research Director 
at Laboratoire Cognition et Dveloppement, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique and University of Paris V. 


