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Thomas Buoye, Kirk Denton, Bruce Dickson, Barry Naughton : China: Adapting the Past, Confronting the 
Future  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised China: 
Adapting the Past, Confronting the Future: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This was a pleasure to read for class. It ...By W. JohnstonThis was a 
pleasure to read for class. It is a compilation of source materials which give you a decent grasp of the history and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0892641568


culture of China.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent textBy bookscdsdvdsandcoolstuffThis 
text is starting to get a bit out-dated, but it is an excellent collection of scholarly articles grouped by theme (politics, 
economics, society etc. etc.).The scholarly articles represent a range of opinions, and they are obviously high quality 
and peer reviewed. If one is interested in a solid overview of modern China, with an introduction that briefly covers 
Chinese history, this is an excellent and thought provoking volume.5 stars!4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. excellent collection of writingsBy dahveedI'm going to China for the first time in a couple weeks. I have quite 
a few Chinese friends, and have an avid interest in the country's culture, history, government and people.This book is 
simply fantastic. It's a collection of excerpts from larger scholarly works, as well as unabridged primary sources.Let 
me just list some of the gems in this book:Translations from the Chinese of articles/speeches/stories by Mao Zedong, 
Sut Yat-sen, Yu Hua, Lu Xun and other famous ChineseTopics as diverse as: village elections, falun gong, chinese 
corporate finance, chinese philosophy, american views of china (not unilaterally positive by any means, the book 
includes plenty of criticism of ethnocentric Western views), mcdonalds, tabacco farming, qigong, women in china, 
migrant workers, education, homosexuality...This book is a treasure trove of information. Absolutely a stunning 
survey of so many often-over looked and under-reported, both in scholarly books as well as newspapers (in the West, 
at least). I simply could not put this book down. It is written for the holistic reader, who wants a taste of everything 
about China, viewed as much from the inside as from the outside.p.s. ignore the other one star review. The guy didn't 
even read the book, and has no concept of what the book was about. You can see my response to his review 
below."This is one of the more ridiculous comments I've ever seen. This book is a collection of readings written by 
dozens of different authors. It *is* chronological within the different Parts (Geography/History, Politics, Culture etc.). 
There are scholarly works by both Western authors and translated from the Chinese. There's even a *great* and 
beautiful collection of excerpts from famous Chinese authors (translated from the Chinese) such as Lu Xun and Yu 
Hua. This book, precisely because of it's wide range of authorship, provides an unparalleled survey of China. Other 
books I've read on China, such as Fenby's Modern China or Becker's The Chinese, are also insightful but definitely, as 
in any case where a single researcher writes a book, suffer from biases and limits of their knowledge. Don't even listen 
to this guy, he didn't even read the book."
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