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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Informative but dryBy ILIKETURTLESI got this as a textbook for 
one of my classes. It is a very thorough explanation of the forces behind modernization in China. As you read through 
the book though, you realize that you are being presented with a lot of information to support the author's opinions. 
The reading is dry enough to suck up a bath tub of water. Because of the blandness and author's opinions I stopped 
doing the full class assigned readings half way through the book.

Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2009! In its quarter-century-long shift from communism to capitalism, China has 
transformed itself from a desperately poor nation into a country with one of the fastest-growing and largest economies 
in the world. Doug Guthrie examines the reforms driving the economic genesis in this compact and highly readable 
introduction to contemporary China. He highlights the social, cultural and political factors fostering this revolutionary 
change and interweaves a broad structural analysis with a consideration of social changes at the micro and macro 
levels. In this new, revised edition author Guthrie updates his story on modern China and provides the latest 
authoritative data and examples from current events to chart where this dynamically changing society is headed and 
what the likely consequences for the rest of the world will be.

'As an updating of the author's well-received 2006 study, this book continues to carry weight. It is easily one of the 
most comprehensive, incisive, and readily intelligible introductions to the numerous perplexities of economic, social, 
and governmental changes in post-Mao China...Given his willingness to confront central issues in China's 
modernization head on, Guthrie's work remains a superior guidebook to that historic process. Essential.' Choice, April 
2009About the AuthorDoug Guthrie is Dean of the School of Business at The George Washington University. 


