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Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom : China in the 21st Century: What Everyone Needs to Know  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised China in the 21st Century: What Everyone 
Needs to Know: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Worth readingBy rreader10An informative book. I was a bit put off, 
though, by the question and answer format of the book (the whole thing is like that). It reads too much like the FAQ 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195394127


page of a website.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very informativeBy Kent PaceVery informative 
for those striving to understand In a more comprehensive overview of China ( the differences and similarities) between 
China, the U.S. and countries and political and social/economic systems of the past, present and future possible 
reactions.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. OverviewBy Jason D. SandsI read this for a class and it's a 
good Cliff's Notes sort of summary of recent Chinese history. It's good if you want get up to speed quickly.

The need to understand this global giant has never been more pressing: China is constantly in the news, yet conflicting 
impressions abound. Within one generation, China has transformed from an impoverished, repressive state into an 
economic and political powerhouse. In China in the 21st Century: What Everyone Needs to Know, Jeffrey 
Wasserstrom provides cogent answers to the most urgent questions regarding the newest superpower and offers a 
framework for understanding its meteoric rise. Focusing his answers through the historical legacies--Western and 
Japanese imperialism, the Mao era, and the massacre near Tiananmen Square--that largely define China's present-day 
trajectory, Wasserstrom introduces readers to the Chinese Communist Party, the building boom in Shanghai, and the 
environmental fall-out of rapid Chinese industrialization. He also explains unique aspects of Chinese culture such as 
the one-child policy, and provides insight into how Chinese view Americans.Wasserstrom reveals that China today 
shares many traits with other industrialized nations during their periods of development, in particular the United States 
during its rapid industrialization in the 19th century. Finally, he provides guidance on the ways we can expect China to 
act in the future vis--vis the United States, Russia, India, and its East Asian neighbors.
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