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1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. One of the most useless expansive textbook that I was forced to 
buyBy Mo LamOne of the most useless expansive textbook that I was forced to buy.. I hate it. Do not buy this book 
for whatever reason. It's content is terrible too.

As China experiences tremendous economic and social transformation in the reform years, language use in China has 
also undergone remarkable changes in the past couple decades: the national obsession with learning the global 
English, which becomes both a resource for modernization and a source of contention; the expanding use of local 
languages and dialects in mass media, where standard Mandarin is promoted and legally prescribed as the principal 
language; the emergence of the Internet language that has become a creative source for constructing a distinct youth 
identity; the Cantonese writing movement that challenges the hegemony of the Chinese writing system, which is 
traditionally based on northern Mandarin, to name a few. The nine papers collected in this volume examine recent 
trends in language use in mainland China, and the associated social, economic, political, and cultural manifestations. 
Drawing on their backgrounds and expertise in sociolinguistics, cognitive linguistics, linguistic anthropology, and 
cultural studies, the authors offer interdisciplinary, insightful, and critical analysis of linguistic struggles and linguistic 
politics in contemporary China. As such, the carefully presented details of emerging language use in this book will be 
of value to scholars interested in language and culture in contemporary China. It may be used as a supplementary text 
for students in Chinese (socio-)linguistics, Chinese language, Chinese cultural studies, Chinese anthropology, Chinese 
sociology, and Chinese studies in general.

From the Inside FlapAs China experiences tremendous economic and social transformation in the reform years, 
language use in China has also undergone remarkable changes in the past couple decades: the national obsession with 
learning the global English, which becomes both a resource for modernization and a source of contention; the 
expanding use of local languages and dialects in mass media, where standard Mandarin is promoted and legally 
prescribed as the principal language; the emergence of the Internet language that has become a creative source for 
constructing a distinct youth identity; the Cantonese writing movement that challenges the hegemony of the Chinese 
writing system, which is traditionally based on northern Mandarin, to name a few. The nine papers collected in this 
volume examine recent trends in language use in mainland China, and the associated social, economic, political, and 
cultural manifestations. Drawing on their backgrounds and expertise in sociolinguistics, cognitive linguistics, 
linguistic anthropology, and cultural studies, the authors offer interdisciplinary, insightful, and critical analysis of 
linguistic struggles and linguistic politics in contemporary China. As such, the carefully presented details of emerging 
language use in this book will be of value to scholars interested in language and culture in contemporary China. It may 
be used as a supplementary text for students in Chinese (socio-)linguistics, Chinese language, Chinese cultural studies, 
Chinese anthropology, Chinese sociology, and Chinese studies in general. 


