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National Academy of Public Administration, National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences and Education, Committee on the Fiscal Future of the United States : Choosing the Nation's Fiscal 
Future  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Choosing the 
Nation's Fiscal Future: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant bookBy Buz LivingstonUnique in our nation's rancorous 
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dialogue over spending and taxes, Choosing the Nation's Fiscal Future shows what policies we need for fiscal 
sustainability. The bipartisan committee lays out four paths: higher taxes with few spending reductions, minimal tax 
increases with dramatic spending cuts and two middle roads with more modest combinations.Be forewarned it is a 
slow, tedious read but, without a doubt, the best analysis of America's financial dilemma. It should be required reading 
for every elected official.Unfortunately, this book has been out for over two years and we have implemented scant few 
of the recommendations concerning spending or revenue.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Formatting 
problemsBy RachelThe kindle version of this book doesn't work as well as most kindle books I've read. The kindle 
seems unable to handle information in boxes, and often cuts off the end of the box, rather than continuing it onto the 
next page. Also, when you try to go back pages, it doesn't clear the previous screen contents, so it all overlaps on top 
of each other.

A mismatch between the federal government's revenues and spending, now and in the foreseeable future, requires 
heavy borrowing, leading to a large and increasing federal debt. That increasing debt raises a serious challenge to all 
of the goals that various people expect their government to pursue. It also raises questions about the nation's future 
wealth and whether too much debt could lead to higher interest rates and even to loss of confidence in the nation's long-
term ability and commitment to honor its obligations. Many analysts have concluded that the trajectory of the federal 
budget set by current policies cannot be sustained. In light of these projections, Choosing the Nation's Fiscal Future 
assesses the options and possibilities for a sustainable federal budget. This comprehensive book considers a range of 
policy changes that could help put the budget on a sustainable path: reforms to reduce the rate of growth in spending 
for Medicare and Medicaid; options to reduce the growth rate of Social Security benefits or raise payroll taxes; and 
changes in many other government spending programs and tax policies. The book also examines how the federal 
budget process could be revised to be more far sighted and to hold leaders accountable for responsible stewardship of 
the nation's fiscal future. Choosing the Nation's Fiscal Future will provide readers with a practical framework to assess 
budget proposals for their consistency with long-term fiscal stability. It will help them assess what policy changes they 
want, consistent with their own values and their views of the proper role of the government and within the constraints 
of a responsible national budget. It will show how the perhaps difficult but possible policy changes could be combined 
to produce a wide range of budget scenarios to bring revenues and spending into alignment for the long term. This 
book will be uniquely valuable to everyone concerned about the current and projected fiscal health of the nation. 


