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Bernard Cooke, Gary Macy : Christian Symbol and Ritual: An Introduction  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Christian Symbol and Ritual: An Introduction: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerAs an introductory textbook, it covers most 
Christian rituals with insight and clarity.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Just a fun movieBy 
Theodore Greene St ChurchWell thought out by a theologian who has done a great deal of work in sacramental 
theology. Easy read and should be a text for all formation programs.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195154126


In Christian Symbol and Ritual, Bernard Cooke and Gary Macy offer an accessible and engaging introduction to the 
topic written from a non-denominational perspective. Cooke and Macy demonstrate that celebration, ritual, and 
symbol are already central to our lives, even though most do not see their actions as symbolic or ritualistic. They 
connect central Christian symbols to the symbols and rituals already present in everyday life and place Christian 
theology in a familiar context. After discussing the characteristics and functions of rituals, they explore different kinds 
of ritual, including those of friendship, worship, and healing. The authors also examine such questions as how rituals 
establish and maintain power relationships, how "official" rituals are different from "popular" Christian rituals and 
devotions, and how Christian rituals function in the process of human salvation. Christian Symbol and Ritual is an 
invaluable resource for students, teachers, and lay readers.

"A first-rate primer on the sacraments and the broader significance of ritual in human life." --HorizonsAbout the 
AuthorGary Macy is Professor of Religious Studies at the University of San Diego. He has published widely in the 
area of Christian ritual, including The Banquet's Wisdom: A Short History of the Theologies of the Lord's Supper, 2nd 
ed. (2005). Bernard Cooke is the Loyola Professor of Theology Emeritus at the College of the Holy Cross and author 
of many books, including Power and the Spirit of God: Toward an Experience-Based Pneumatology(2004). 


