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Christine Wamsdler : Cities, Disaster Risk and Adaptation (Routledge Critical Introductionsto Urbanism and
the City) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cities,
Disaster Risk and Adaptation (Routledge Critical Introductions to Urbanism and the City):
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Worldwide, disasters and climate change pose a serious risk to sustainable urban development, resulting in escalating
human and economic costs. Consequently, city authorities and other urban actors face the challenge of integrating risk
reduction and adaptation strategiesinto their work. However, related knowledge and expertise are still scarce and
fragmented. Cities, Disaster Risk and Adaptation explores ways in which resilient cities can be built and sustainable
urban transformations achieved. The book provides a comprehensive understanding of urban risk reduction and
adaptation planning, exploring key theoretical concepts and analysing the complex interrelations between cities,
disasters and climate change. Furthermore, it provides an overview of current risk reduction and adaptation approaches
taken by both city authorities and city dwellers from diverse contextsin low, middle and high income nations. Finally,
the book offers a planning framework for reducing and adapting to risk in urban areas by expanding on pre-existing
positive actions and addressing current shortfallsin theory and practice. The importance of a distributed urban
governance system, in which institutions and citizens adaptive capacities can support and complement each other, is
highlighted. This book takes a holistic approach; it integrates perspectives and practice from risk reduction and climate
change adaptation based on a specific urban viewpoint. The text is richly supplemented with boxed case studies
written by renowned academics and practitionersin the field and test yourself scenarios that integrate theory into
practice. Each chapter contains learning objectives, end of chapter questions, suggested further reading and web
resources, as well as awealth of tables and figures. This book is essential reading for undergraduate and postgraduate
students of geography, urban studies and planning, architecture, environmental studies, international development,
sociology and sustainability studies.

"Christine Wamsler has produced what can only be described as an all-encompassing book on urban sustainability,
risk and disaster management, and urban resilience.” - Urban Studies, Mario Pole'se, University of Quebec, Canada
"A very timely and valuable contribution to the literature for urban planners, city governments and all those who wish
to understand the interactions between urbanization, disaster risk and climate change, and explore innovative ways and
means of action." David Satterthwaite, Senior Fellow at the International Institute of Environment and Devel opment,
coordinating lead author on the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report "I congratulate the author on this important book which
bridges the gap between theory, rhetoric and the daily efforts to manage disasters and reduce risk in urban areas
worldwide. It develops new thinking, offers practical ideas, and lessens the time-consuming task of searching for
advice on what does or does not work. Its usefulness extends far beyond its directly intended readership.” Margareta
Wahlstrm, United Nations Specia Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk ReductionAbout the
AuthorChristine Wamsler is Associate Professor at Lund University Centre for Sustainability Studies (LUCSUS),
Associate of Lund University Centre for Risk Assessment and Management (LUCRAM), Sweden, and Honorary
Fellow at the Global Urban Research Centre (GURC) and the Institute for Development Policy and Management
(IDPM) of the University of Manchester, UK. She is also part of the personnel pool of risk reduction experts of the
Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB). In addition, Christine has been working as a consultant for diff erent
organizations, such as the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), the German Society for
International Cooperation (GlZ), the German, Austrian and Belgium Red Cross, the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the Swedish Organization for Individual Relief (SOIR/IM) and various
local NGOs. Places where she has worked and conducted research include Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador,
Germany, Guatemala, India, Kosovo, Mexico, Peru, the Philippines, Sweden, Tanzania, Togo and the UK. Christine's
research interests are in sustainable city development and focus on disaster risk reduction, climate change adaptation
and urban resilience.



