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Maria D. Vesperi : City of Green Benches: Growing Old in a New Downtown (The Anthropology of 
Contemporary Issues)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised City of Green Benches: Growing Old in a New Downtown (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Vesperi's book is still relevantBy KyleAs the baby boom generation 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801493226


begins to retire and make choices about how they will spend their golden years, I turned to Vesperi's 1984 book for 
perspective from the previous generation. The author uses personal narratives to chronicle what it feels like to be 
aging, and invisible in our youth dominated culture. This is a relevant topic for anyone who is making retirement 
living choices and for those with aging parents.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
marieGreat book0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. it come with very good conditionBy xingxiao 
linYes,it come with very good condition

In City of Green Benches, Vesperi combines the ear of a journalist, recording scores of conversations with elderly 
residents, with the eye of an anthropologist, trying to understand how people's self-esteem and self-perception are 
transformed in the process of social change. In this contribution to gerontology theory, Vesperi examines the cultural 
construction of old age in American society and its impact on the self-concept of the aged.

"Vesperi combines the ear of a journalist, recording scores of conversations with elderly residents, with the eye of an 
anthropologist, trying to understand how people's self-esteem and self-perception are transformed in the process of 
social change."St. Petersburg Times"It is clear that Vesperi . . . understands these old people, what motivates them and 
what terrifies them. And that is the heart of this book."Orlando Sentinel"In this significant contribution to gerontology 
theory, Vesperi examines the cultural construction of old age in American society and its impact on the self-concept of 
the aged. This groundbreaking study suggests a theoretical and methodological approach for the exploration of the 
meaning of age cross-culturally."American Anthropologist"This book is one of very few that tackle the difficult task 
of analyzing our culturally bound notion of old age and its consequences for older people and the programs that serve 
them."Journal of Religion and Aging 


