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Henry David Thoreau : Civil Disobedience before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Civil Disobedience:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Just Say No - Civil DisobedienceBy Andre Paull read Thoreau's
Civil Disobedience decades ago and obtained this so | could have it as areference. Thoreau is not arevolutionary, he
was a man who wanted to peacefully enjoy his own property. Some of the details escape me after so many decades and
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| will giveit areread, but if you believe that our so called servant government is a pit bull that has escaped the kennel,
thisis one of the many books that you need to read to sharpen your Liberty paradigm. A must read...3 of 4 people
found the following review helpful. Very Inspirational and Thought ProvokingBy FCD117Thisis an essay that is
about an hour in length. | purchased it on Kindle and listened to it as | read it on audiobook. | found it very
interesting.The two central themes of Mr. Thoreau's discontent is slavery and the American War. Mr. Thoreau states
that the person has an obligation to stand up and resist when the state is acting improperly. It is not enough simply to
complain. Some action isrequired. Mr. Thoreau seems to focus mostly on not paying taxes and being jailed if
necessary. If | understood him correctly, Mr. Thoreau suggests that paying taxes to the government, under some
circumstances, is the same as supporting slavery and the Mexican American War.Among other things, Mr. Thoreau
describes abrief stay injail for refusing to pay atax. | believe he refused to pay the tax in protest of slavery and the
Mexican American War. If | am not mistaken, there were many, including Abraham Lincoln, who were opposed to
that war.l am not in any way aradical. However | read awide range of literature. The reason | state that is that Saul
Alinsky refersto this essay in hiswork, "Rules For Radicals'. If areader isinterested in this essay, one might wish to
consider reading "Ruke For Radicals" for purposes of compare and contrasting.This essay provides one with an
abundance of fuel for thought. There is also some material for further study. As an example Mr. Thoreau refers to
"Paley". Heisreferring to William Paley. He quotes a poem by Charles Wolfe. These are both individuals who are
worthy of further study should areader be so inclined.l am very glad | read this essay. Thank Y ou...6 of 7 people
found the following review helpful. Timeless Advice Thought-Provoking Perspectivesto Help Us Suck out all the
marrow of lifeBy ChrisGreat book packed with timeless advice, thought-provoking perspectives, and a surprising
amount of humor. Everyone can benefit from reading this book because it offers ideas and concepts that can help us
live deeper and more fulfilling lives.In a quest to suck out all the marrow of life, Thoreau lived alone in the woods for
2 years and wrote this powerful book during his time there. Thoreau preaches to simplify our livesto free ourselves
from the chains of our material possessions (the more stuff we have, the more we need to work to pay for it), allowing
us the free time to truly enjoy life. He lived by a set of moral values and refused to compromise them, leading him to
develop the concept of civil disobedience, which later inspired Gandhi and Martin Luther King. He ate a mostly vegan
diet and believed that "it is the destiny of the human race, in its gradual improvement, to leave off eating animals." He
preached taking the time to genuinely appreciate the beauty of nature (the earth isliving poetry). He a so encouraged
reading the classics (we may be able to scale heaven with the great works of the past), taking time to get to know
ourselves (be the Lewis and Clarke of your own streams and oceans), avoiding newspapers (I never read any
memorable news in a newspaper), and ensuring that new technologies truly add value before we adopt them (our
inventions are wont to be pretty toys, which distract our attention from serious thingsthey are an improved meansto an
unimproved end).Its a bit ironic that |m boasting about Thoreau on .com from my relatively large home -- two things
that he may not have approved of. Not sureif | used the word ironic correctly -- Alanis Morissette and | throw that
word around recklessly.

Disgusted by slavery and the Mexican War, Thoreau gave lectures on, The Rights and Duties of the Individual in
relation to Government, which became the basis for this 1849 essay Civil Disobedience originally titled, Resistance to
Civil Government. Cited by both Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. asinfluential in their drive to create
positive change through nonviolent means, Thoreaus essay is just as applicable today as people search for their own
role in making society better.

From the Back CoverPhilosopher, naturalist, poet and rugged individualist, Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) has
inspired generations of readers to think for themselves, to follow the dictates of their own conscience and to make an
art of their lives. This representative sampling of his thought includes five of his most frequently cited and read essays.
'Civil Disobedience, ' his most powerful and influential political essay, exaltsthe law of conscience over civil
law.About the AuthorHenry David Thoreau



