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From Brand: Wiley-Blackwell : Clinical Sociolinguistics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Clinical Sociolinguistics: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I had high hopes...By LJI was attracted to this title as a primary text 
for a course in Sociocultural Communication for speech-language pathology students. The title sounded perfect. So far 
(half way through the semester), I've found several chapters to be useful, brief, overviews from which we could build 
class discussion around. The topics listed in the contents span an appropriately broad range, and none of the chapters is 
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particularly long. I have been assigning two chapters at a time. My biggest criticism is that the scope and depth varies 
significantly across the chapters, which are each written by a different author. While many chapters are introductory, 
others jump in at much higher levels that frustrate students new to the material. I found the chapter on culture and 
language particularly disappointing. It was also pretty apparent that in many of the chapters the clinical part was an 
afterthought. However, on the positive side, many of the big concepts (e.g., speech community, power, dialect) and 
specific clinical concepts (e.g., dialect development, non-biased assessment issues, bilingualism, etc.) are laid out well 
and the chapters are manageable. The chapters on AAE are good introductions.I'm not sure if I will continue to use this 
as a primary text or just select chapters from it. There is still no one text, in my opinion, that adequately covers the 
breadth and depth of this topic, particularly the theoretical foundations, for clinical practioners or educators.

Clinical Sociolinguistics examines how sociolinguistic research paradigms can be applied to assessment, diagnosis and 
treatment in the clinical situation. fills gap in the literature for speech-language pathologists by addressing how 
sociolinguistic research paradigms can be applied to assessment, diagnosis and treatment in the clinical situation 
collects newly commissioned articles written by top scholars in the field includes chapters that outline findings from 
sociolinguistic research over the last 40 years and point to the relevance of such findings for practicing speech-
language pathologists discusses topics including bilingualism, code-switching, language planning, and African-
American English 

Individuals acquire language, and lose it, in a variety of contexts. Gender, geography, socioeconomic status and 
bilingualism are all relevant to clinical reasoning about speech and language disorders. This timely volume is 
grounded in state-of-the art sociolinguistic research, but also demonstrates the application of sociolinguistic thinking 
to the clinical situation. It will be an invaluable text for those professionals faced with linguistically and culturally 
diverse client groups, and for students and researchers in communication disorders. Paul Fletcher, University College 
Cork Individuals acquire language, and lose it, in a variety of contexts. Gender, geography, socioeconomic status and 
bilingualism are all relevant to clinical reasoning about speech and language disorders. This timely volume is 
grounded in state-of-the art sociolinguistic research, but also demonstrates the application of sociolinguistic thinking 
to the clinical situation. It will be an invaluable text for those professionals faced with linguistically and culturally 
diverse client groups, and for students and researchers in communication disorders. Paul Fletcher, University College 
CorkFrom the Back CoverSociolinguistics, the study of the interaction of language and society, has had a major 
impact on linguistics for the last half-century. However, this prominent branch of the language sciences has had little 
contact with the field of communication disorders. Clinical Sociolinguistics, a collection of newly commissioned 
articles written by top scholars, is a major advance in bringing the two fields together. Part I includes chapters that 
outline findings from sociolinguistic research and point to the relevance of such findings for practicing speech-
language pathologists. Topics discussed include bilingualism, code-switching, language planning, and a detailed look 
at African American English. Part II contains chapters that specifically demonstrate how these research paradigms can 
be applied to assessment, diagnosis, and treatment in the clinical situation. 


