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From Brand: Bottom Dog Press : Come Together: Imagine Peace (Harmony)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Come Together: Imagine Peace (Harmony): 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Another Stellar AnthologyBy Jake OlsonThere aren't a lot of presses 
doing themed anthologies like Bottom Dog Press is doing themed anthologies. Come Together is another excellent 
example of this kind of effort -- and poems of this nature (peaceful and spiritual) are just what people need to read 
right now. Bottom Dog always brings together heavy hitters with lesser known writers, and the combination is simply 
a pleasure to read. Get this book to pick yourself up, lift your spirits, and to bring back a sense of the basic goodness in 
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yourself and in humankind.

100 poets voice their concern and vision for peace. Poems of Witness Elegy, Exhortation Action, Reconciliation, 
Shared Humanity,Wildness Home, Ritual Vigil,Meditation Prayer. Precedents: Sappho, Whitman, Dickinson, Cavafy, 
Millay, Patchen, Rexroth, Shapiro,Lowell, Creeley, Rukeyser, Ginsberg, Levertov, Lorde, Stafford, Jordan, Amichai, 
DarwishContemporaries: Abinader, Ali, Bass, Berry, Bauer, Berrigan, Bly, Bodhrn, Bradley, Brazaitis, Bright, Bryner, 
Budbill, Cervine, Charara, Cording, Cone, Crooker, Daniels, di Prima, Davis, Dougherty, Ellis, Espada, Estes, 
Ferlinghetti, Forch, Frost, Gibson, Gundy, Gilberg, Habra, Hague, Hamill, Harter, Hassler, Haven, Heyen, Hirshfield, 
Hughes, Joudah, Jensen, Karmin, Kendig, Komunyakaa, Kovacik, Kryss, Krysl, LaFemina, Landis, Leslie, Lifshin, 
Loden, Lovin, Lucas, McCallum, McGuane, Machan, McQuaid, Meek, Metres, Miltner, Montgomery, Norman, Nye, 
Pankey, Pendarvis, Pinsky, Porterfield, Prevost, Ragain,Rashid, Rich, Roffman, Rosen, Ross, Rusk, Salinger, Sanders, 
Seltzer, Schneider, Shabtai, Shannon, Sheffield, Shipley, Shomer, Silano, Sklar, Smith, Snyder, Spahr, Sydlik, 
Szymborska, Trommer, Twichell, Volkmer, Waters, Weems, Wilson, Zale

What strikes me now, with our nation still mired in two wars, is how much our own self-argument can come to silence 
us, and how we can become victims of our own narratives of despair. The poems of Come Together: Imagine Peace 
remind us that, though the work of peacemaking is never done, andthough we face the most powerful forces in the 
world, we are not alone, and our voices bear the burden of the silenced throughout the globe....The work of 
peacemaking, and the work of peace poetry, is at least in part to give voice to those small victories--where no blood 
was spilled, but lives were changed, justice was won, and peace was forged, achieved, or found. And words bring us 
there, to the brink of something new. Peace poetry is larger than a moral injunction against war; it is an articulation of 
the expanse, the horizon where we might come together. To adapt a line by the Sufi poet Rumi: "Beyond the realm of 
good and evil, there is a field." -from the "Introduction" by Philip Metres (September 2008)About the AuthorLarry 
Smith is founder/director of Bottom Dog Press since 1985. He is the author of 8 books of poetry, a book of memoirs, 
Milldust and Roses (Ridgeway 2002), three books of fiction, including Faces and Voices: Tales (Bird Dog Publishing, 
2006), and literary biographies on Kenneth Patchen and Lawrence Ferlinghetti. He has edited the following books for 
Bottom Dog Press: Cleveland Poetry Scenes: A Panorama and Anthology (2008), d.a.levy and the mimeograph 
revolution (2007); Family Matters: Poems of Our Families (2005); America Zen: A Gathering of Poets (2004), and 
Working Hard for the Money: America's Working Poor with Mary Weems. He is professor emeritus of Bowling Green 
State University, Firelands College.Philip Metres lives in University Heights, Ohio, and is the author of To See the 
Earth (poetry, 2008), Behind the Lines: War Resistance Poetry on the American Homefront since 1941 (criticism, 
2007), Catalogue of Comedic Novelties: Selected Poems of Lev Rubinstein (2004), and A Kindred Orphanhood: 
Selected Poems of Sergey Gandlevsky (2003), and two chapbooks. He has been involved in the peace movement since 
the 1980s; he co-founded the Bloomington Coalition for Peace (Bloomington, Indiana) in the 1990s, and has worked 
with Pax Christi, Committee for Peace in the Middle East, Peace Action, and Tikkun. He is an associate professor of 
English at John Carroll University in Cleveland, Ohio. His paternal grandparents hail from Lebanon; were it not for 
Ellis Island, his last name would be Abourjaili. See his webpage concerning peace and poetry: Ann Smith lives in 
Huron, Ohio, with her husband Larry. She is a professor emerita from the University of Toledo Health Sciences 
Center. She is a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Adult Mental Health Nursing and provides counseling, Therapeutic 
Touch, and Reiki at her Reiki and Counseling Center in Sandusky, Ohio. Ann was co-editor of Family Matters: Poems 
of Our Families (2005) and has written articles on family relationships in those families experiencing chronic pain. 
Ann and Larry are founding members of Voices for Peace and Justice and Converging Paths: Sandusky Bay 
Meditation Center in Northern Ohio. She instructs in mediation and non-violent communication.Excerpt. Reprinted by 
permission. All rights reserved.From "Creation" by Kenneth PatchenAny person who loves another person, Wherever 
in the world, is with us in this room-Even though there are battlefields. 


