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Stavros Stavrides: Common Space: The City as Commons (In Common) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Common Space: The City as Commons (In Common):
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How often do we consider the availability of shared, public spacein our daily lives? Governmental effortsin
placesuch as anti-homel ess spikes, slanted bus benches, and timed sprinklersare all designed to discourage use of
already severely limited public areas. How we interact with space in amodern context, particularly in urban settings,
can fedl increasingly governed and blocked off from common everyday encounters. With Common Space, activist and
architect Stavros Stavrides calls for areconceiving of public and private space in the modern age. Stavrides appeals for
anew understanding of common space not only as something that can be governed and open to al, but as an essential
aspect of our world that expresses, encourages, and exemplifies new forms of socia relations and shared experiences.
He shows how these spaces are created, through a fascinating global examination of social housing, self-built urban
settlements, street peddlers, and public art and graffiti. The first book to explicitly tackle the notion of the city as
commons, Common Space, offers an insightful study into the links between space and social relations, revealing the
hidden emancipatory potentia within our urban worlds.

Stavrides was one of the first to open my eyes to the importance of the urban commons. His writings are exciting, a
valuable reference for urban activists around the world. Heisright: the city is the place where we can and should truly
reinvent the commons.



