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Malcolm O. Sillars, Bruce E. Gronbeck : Communication Criticism: Rhetoric, Social Codes, Cultural Studies 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Communication 
Criticism: Rhetoric, Social Codes, Cultural Studies: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great place to startBy chchonThis book is valuable to both 
graduate and undergraduate students of communication. It provides a clear, well-organized overview of criticism as a 
research method. Naturally, it encompasses far-reaching subject matter, but it provides enough detail to orient 
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students. Although both authors are rhetoricians, the book covers approaches to criticism that are applicable to the full 
scope of humanities-oriented research. This would include history, philosophy/ethics, journalism, literary studies, 
critical/cultural studies and media studies. Another good point: Because the book is not overly complex, it is a useful 
tool for oriented social-science researchers too. In this respect, it is directed enough to help them evaluate criticism and 
perhaps find other publication venues for their research.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great book 
for those that love to learn all the ...By Caryn BaileyA great book for those that love to learn all the rhetoric of 
argument and the deeper aspects and roots they take. It can be fascinating should you be interested. My favorite was 
Narrative and Ideological. It's not a hard read. It will make you think deeper. And if you like to think, the book is 
worth a read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Still on my bookshelf!By JoshI love this book, I got it 
for an undergraduate class and I'm still using it in graduate school. It's a great handbook for writing communication 
research papers. It gives the basics on how to write using different theories, the important theorists, and the drawbacks 
to each theory. I just wish my grad classes used similar texts. It's very dense for an undergrad, but this book will find a 
home on your bookshelf if you're serious about communication research.

This concise but thorough introduction to criticism explores nine useful approaches to critical study, whether 
examining television, fiction, nonfiction, visual arts, or oral and written discourse. The perspectives presented bridge 
disciplinary boundaries and include: asking questions about how audiences process communication, understanding 
human symbol systems and social relations as vehicles for comprehending the world, value and narrative analysis, and 
psychoanalytic and ideological criticism. The easy-to-follow discussions of using each approach contain questions 
critics are most likely to ask, assumptions governing the approach, an exploration of sample analyses that reveal 
vocabulary most frequently used, and a review of the problems encountered by critics. The interplay of persuasion, 
poetic theory, and accurate interpretation allows readers to incorporate the most useful elements in their critiques and 
to borrow insights from one approach to clarify and strengthen another. Multiple examples are sprinkled throughout 
the book.

From the PublisherTitle of related interest from Waveland Press: Foss, Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice, 
Fourth Edition (ISBN 9781577665861) and Hauser, Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, Second Edition (ISBN 
9781577662211). 


