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Marcel Danesi : Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture: 

The Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture covers the theories, media forms, fads, celebrities and icons, genres, and 
terms of popular culture. From Afropop and Anime to Oprah Winfrey and the X-Files, the book provides more than 
just accessible definitions. Each of the more than 800 entries is cross-referenced with other entries to highlight points 
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of connection, a thematic index allows readers to see common elements between disparate ideas, and more than 70 
black and white photos bring entries to life.

Published widely in the areas of semiotics, media, and linguistics, Danesi is author of Encyclopedia of Media and 
Communication and a textbook, Popular Culture: Introductory Perspectives. He wrote the more than 800 entries in this 
new dictionary, focusing on mainstream (namely commercialized) aspects of popular culture in the US, past and 
present. Subjects range from media formats and genres (e.g., baseball cards, anime) to significant influencers of US 
pop culture (musician Bob Marley, film director Alfred Hitchcock, author J. K. Rowling). Some entries relate to 
specific products, such as the television show American Idol, or provide concise explications of media-studies 
terminology, such as high and low culture or infomercial. Included as appendixes are finding aids organizing entries 
into broad themes (e.g., cartoon characters or textspeak) or various helpful time lines. This compilation is probably 
most useful for those in introductory-level media studies programs.Summing Up: Recommended. High school through 
beginning undergraduate students; general readers. (CHOICE)As a quick-reference resource, The Concise Dictionary 
of Popular Culture delivers. . . .Public libraries looking to add to their quick-reference collections would benefit from 
such a title. (American Reference Books Annual)Recognized nationally and internationally for his scholarship on 
popular culture, Marcel Danesi has written a book that provides scholars, students, and the general public with a 
comprehensive and comprehensible reference work on all aspects of popular culture. The Concise Dictionary of 
Popular Culture is an indispensable resource that belongs in everyones personal library. (Frank Nuessel, University of 
Louisville)Covering everything from ABBA and absurdism to Zizek and zombie movies, Marcel Danesis Concise 
Dictionary of Popular Culture is a reference book that is both comprehensive and authoritative. It includes seventeen 
appendices on topics such as superheroes, ad campaigns, and James Bond movies. Beautifully written and 
encyclopedic in scope, it is a must-have resource for popular culture scholars and fans. (Arthur Asa Berger, San 
Francisco State University)Marcel Danesis Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture is an immense achievement. It 
manages the unmanageable, surveying a field that expands too rapidly for a comprehensive check on it to be possible. 
By way of more than eight hundred informative entries, supplemented by seventeen judiciously selected appendices, 
Danesi ingeniously encapsulates Western popular culture, allowing students and the general reader alike to get to grips 
with popular cultural forms, academic approaches, and the history of investigation in the field. Students will find this 
volume indispensable, but so too will academic specialists and those who consider themselves to be popular culture 
natives. (Paul Cobley, Middlesex University)This unique dictionary provides a thorough stroll through the diverse 
landscape of popular culture. It focuses on significant references to contemporary theories and on practices of cultural 
phenomena, clearly articulating terms and ideas that mark this significant part of our lives. It will be useful for 
undergraduates, graduate students, and colleagues who often wonder about the meanings of terms including meme, 
metanarrative, millennial; pastiche, patriarchy, payola; selfie, semiotics, and simulacrum, among many others. A 
handy reference dictionary such as this one that leads readers from one idea to another will be a welcome addition to 
many course reading lists and home libraries. (Deborah L. Smith-Shank, Ohio State University, president of the 
Semiotic Society of America)Danesis Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture explains everything that was and is 
important in North America. From big bands to chick flicks, Danesi explicates pop culture phenomena with clarity and 
wit. From Barthes to Zizek, all the important theorists are introduced along with key concepts of analysis. If you need 
to be clear on what exactly defines a swashbuckler or the characteristics of cool jazz, this highly accessible and 
entertaining book has all the answers. (Prisca Augustyn, Florida Atlantic University)Lacan and Lego, Baudrillard and 
Beyonc, Eco and emojis, the Frankfurt School and fads. This is pop culturea mix of high and low, of entertainment, 
fashions, and models of culture. The Concise Dictionary of Popular Culture puts together, in an unusual andabove 
allcompetent way, elements that belong to different dimensions of culture, but nevertheless to the same culture: the 
pop. Thanks to cross-references between one entry and another, and to the final appendices, the Concise Dictionary 
represents a valuable tool for consultation and orientation: not a pure list of terms, but a network of interconnected 
nodes, offering insight and new paths to knowledge. (Anna Maria Lorusso, University of Bologna)About the 
AuthorMarcel Danesi is professor of anthropology, semiotics, and communication theory at the University of Toronto. 
He is the author of several books, including Popular Culture: Introductory Perspectives, now in its third edition. 


