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Analysis (QCA) and Related Techniques (Applied Social Research Methods): 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Page Number ProblemBy lifestudentThe book is great, but you 
would think that since other people have mentioned that there is a problem with the page numbers would have done 
something... It is difficult to cite specific pages when you don't know what the page numbers are! I will most likely 
have to end up buying a hard copy, which I am not happy about.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. 
excellent resource BUTBy Frank is frustratedexcellent book - downloaded as kindle e version which worked really 
well until the page numbers just stopped appearing - locations numbers only. Not suitable when you are 2/3rds through 
a thesis and desperate for page numbers to provide citations (and no, none of the suggestions helped to reset the page 
numbers).UPDATE - support couldn't help as the page numbers have disappeared from the source version! I will now 
have to source a paper copy asap and there's a fair chance that wont be through .0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Perfect for a general overviewBy AnnalisaI think the book is useful if you need a quick start in the 
QCA world. It also has some very straightforward advices for hands on analysis...indeed I like it!

Configurational Comparative Methods paves the way for an innovative approach to empirical scientific work through 
a strategy that integrates key strengths of both qualitative (case-oriented) and quantitative (variable-oriented) 
approaches. This first-of-its-kind text is ideally suited for "small-N" or "intermediate-N" research situations, which 
both mainstream qualitative and quantitative methods find difficult to address. Benot Rihoux and Charles C. Ragin, 
along with their contributing authors, offer both a basic, comparative research design overview and a technical and 
hands-on review of Crisp-Set QCA (csQCA), Multi-Value QCA (mvQCA), and Fuzzy-Set QCA (fsQCA).Key 
FeaturesDiscusses existing applications in many different fields and disciplines along with state-of-the-art coverage of 
the strengths and limitations of these techniquesDemonstrates further inventive ways of using QCA 
techniquesProvides advice on how to develop a comparative research design (case and variable selection) as well as a 
specific technique called MSDO/MDSO (most similar, different outcome/most different, same outcome).Shows how 
to perform the technical operations linked to three specific QCA techniques: csQCA, mvQCA, and fsQCAIncludes a 
glossary, an extensive bibliography, and a detailed list of good practices at every stage of the research processIntended 
AudienceA must for any student or researcher who wants to engage in systematic cross-case comparison in the social 
and behavioral sciences, the book is ideal for use in upper-level undergraduate and graduate-level social science 
research methods courses.

"This is a readable and useful book . . . an extended essay on one particular method, which is easy to understand, easy 
to apply, and generally useful. The method itself is implemented in a computer technique. . . . This method will 
systematize the analysis and produce an elegant statement of the combination of conditions which lead to a divided 
working class--provided there are no contradictions in the data. Where there are contradictions, Ragin's method will 
identify these combinations of conditions that lead to an ambiguous result."--William Miller, "Study of Public 
PolicyFrom the Inside Flap"This splendidly original work . . . will become an epistemological landmark appreciated 
by many different schools of thought that have wrestled with the methodological problems Ragin raises and answers."--
Daniel Chirot, University of Washington "Charles Ragin has produced a well-argued and highly provocative 
contribution to the growing literature on methods of comparative and historical sociology. While not everyone will 
agree, all will learn from this book. The result will be to intensify the dialogue between theory and evidence in 
comparative research, furthering a fruitful symbiosis of 'quantitative' and 'qualitative' methods."--Theda Skocpol, 
Harvard UniversityFrom the Back Cover"This splendidly original work . . . will become an epistemological landmark 
appreciated by many different schools of thought that have wrestled with the methodological problems Ragin raises 
and answers."--Daniel Chirot, University of Washington"Charles Ragin has produced a well-argued and highly 
provocative contribution to the growing literature on methods of comparative and historical sociology. While not 
everyone will agree, all will learn from this book. The result will be to intensify the dialogue between theory and 
evidence in comparative research, furthering a fruitful symbiosis of 'quantitative' and 'qualitative' methods."--Theda 
Skocpol, Harvard University 


