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Glenda Riley : Confronting Race: Women and Indians on the Frontier, 1815-1915  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confronting Race: Women and Indians on the 
Frontier, 1815-1915: 

In 1984, when Glenda Rileys Women and Indians on the Frontier was published, it was hailed for being the first study 
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to take into account the roles that gender, race, and class played in Indian/white relations during the westward 
migration. In the twenty years since, the study of those aspects of western history has exploded. Confronting Race 
reflects the changes in western womens history and in the authors own approach. In spite of white womens shifting 
attitudes toward Indians, they retained colonialist outlooks toward all peoples. Women who migrated West carried 
deeply ingrained images and preconceptions of themselves and racially based ideas of the non-white groups they 
would meet. In their letters home and in their personal diaries and journals, they perpetuated racial stereotypes, 
institutions, and practices. The women also discovered their own resilience in the face of the harsh demands of the 
West. Although most retained their racist concepts, they came to realize that women need not be passive or fearful in 
their interactions with Indians. Rileys sources are the diaries and journals of trail women, settlers, army wives, and 
missionaries, and popular accounts in newspapers and novels. She has also incorporated the literature in the field 
published since 1984 and a deeper analysis of relationships between white women and Indians in westward expansion.

"Riley provides readers with a fascinating collection of images of women's experiences in the West." (Nebraska 
History)About the AuthorGlenda Riley is Alexander M. Bracken Professor Emeritus of History at Ball State 
University in Muncie, Indiana. She traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, in spring 1998 as a Fulbright Scholar and received a 
Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Award as the Mary Ball Washington Professor of American History at University 
College, Dublin, Ireland. 


