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Christine Quigley : Conjoined Twins: A Historical, Biological And Ethical Issues Encyclopedia  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Conjoined Twins: A 
Historical, Biological And Ethical Issues Encyclopedia: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy LUIZ CARLOS U. JUNQUEIRA 
FILHOEXCELLENT5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An intriguing, unusual survey of conjoined 
twinsBy Midwest Book ReviewConjoined Twins by Christine Quigley blends history with a biological coverage and 
discussion of the ethical issues involved in the circumstances of Siamese twins. Conjoined Twins provides an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=078642852X


alphabetic dictionary of the names of these conjoined twins and along with charting the area of conjunction, denotes 
the decisions made by parents and medical staff on treatment or childrearing, and the outcome of their lives. An 
intriguing, unusual survey of conjoined twins as well as groups devoted to their cause.

When two human ova fail to fully separate during pregnancy, the result is conjoined twins. The twins may be 
connected by ligament, bone, or just flesh, and they often share organs, but what captures most peoples interest is 
whether the twins share sensations, thoughts and even souls. This encyclopedia presents entries on conjoined twins 
throughout history, the biological causes and effects of twins being born conjoined, and ethical issues such as self-
support and separation surgery. It also includes entries on the modern standardized terminology used when discussing 
conjoined twins, the categories into which conjoined twins have been sorted, doctors past and present who have 
performed separation surgeries, and hospitals, such as Childrens Hospital of Philadelphia, that are known for the 
separation of conjoined twins. This book even covers fraudulent conjoined twins and fictional ones in books written by 
such authors as Mark Twain, Vladimir Nabakov, and Katherine Dunn. Other entries cover relevant films, websites, 
and institutions.

An intriguing, unusual survey --Midwest Book A useful reference --ARBAA global perspective...annotations are 
frequently detailed...comprehensive index...photographs and illustrations included accentuate the text...recommended --
E-StreamsAbout the AuthorChristine Quigley is Assistant Director for Academic Affairs in the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences at Georgetown University. She is also the author of Skulls and Skeletons (2001), Modern Mummies 
(1998), The Corpse (1996), and Death Dictionary (1994). She lives in Alexandria, Virginia. 


