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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great theoriesBy WAZMANVery different theories and bacvk 
stories concerning the many conspiracies that never cese to amaze the doubting Thomas in all of us.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A VERY BRIEF OVERVIEW OF A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT THEORIESBy 
Steven H ProppThe Introduction to this 2004 book states, "Belief in conspiracy theories is more than just the belief in 
an occasional underhand plot. It is a belief system that asserts that world events are being governed in secret by a 
group of ultrapowerful puppeteers behind the scenes... Of course, one can argue that obsession with conspiracy 
theories serves only to demonstrate the lunatic paranoia running rife in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries... But in 
reality, history has proved all too well that politicians lie, presidents lie and bureaucrats lie. If we continue to be 
gullible and believe everything that is presented to us, the truth will never come out."This 2004 book covers about 120 
different conspiracy theories---or less than 120, since multiple theories are considered for several subjects (e.g., 
Princess Diana; JFK assassination). The subjects (arranged alphabetically) are given very BRIEF treatment (no more 
than three pages, and often one page or even less). They are considered with varying degress of editorial seriousness 
(e.g., "Santa" is told tongue-in-cheek).Perhaps the biggest drawback of the book is that is has absolutely no 
DOCUMENTATION of anything; not even any recommendations for "additional reading." The best part of it is 
simply the large number of theories covered in such a small space. Even experienced "conspiratologists" are like to 
find a few they may not have heard of before.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. "Conspiracies are the 
mortar to the bricks of history."By Charles J. KaderConspiracy Theories, edited by Kate Tuckett, explores the 
increasingly mainstream speculation that what we know about history is not what it seems. A quick read at 242 printed 
pages, this paperback has no pictures. The Editor weaves a healthy tongue-in-cheek thread through many of the 
seemingly unrelated topics.At the very beginning of the book, an important disclaimer states "The conspiracy theories 
expressed in this book are just that: theories. The editors and the publishers make no claim that any of these theories 
have any basis in fact. They are merely theories that have at some point been expressed in the public domain. Such 
theories are reproduced herein for entertainment purposes only and are not intended to be taken literally."As a long-
time researcher of the subject of conspiracies, I found this book to be mildly amusing. I learned a few things, such as 
the name of the individual (Billy Shears) rumored to have replaced Paul McCartney when he "died" while with the 
Beatles, but the conspiracies themselves appear only in summary form of 1-3 pages in length. This is not an 
encyclopedia, more like an annotated dictionary. I could have done without the overarching "Alien Conspiracy" theme 
that joins many of the entries. If the aliens were running things, they would not have approved this book! Conspiracies 
are the mortar to the bricks of history. Perhaps that could be a new educational approach to teaching history to young 
people: teach the conspiracy first and then if they are interested they will reach out for the "facts".This book is strictly 
for newcomers or conspiracy collectors. Libraries need not apply. - C. Kader, MLS

The ultimate compendium of conspiracy theories--from A-Z. An encyclopedic listing exposing some of the most 
famous--and infamous--conspiracies throughout history, including the JFK assassination, Area 51, the death of 
Princess Diana, the events of 9/11, the "Men in Black," and many more.


