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Arthur L. Stinchcombe : Constructing Social Theories  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Constructing Social Theories: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy aclementthe book was in good condition as it 
claimed.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I assigned this to the marketing team at my company it's 
impossible to design good social science experiments (thinkBy KaiThe first chapter is must-read for everyone. I 
assigned this to the marketing team at my company it's impossible to design good social science experiments (think: 
A/B testing) without reading this.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very clear and answers your 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226774848


questionsBy ArnoldI'm using this book for a class and have found it very useful. It's written in clear, accessible prose. 
It provides a good overview of the scientific process for social scientists. More importantly, I found it answered a lot 
of my questions. When there is nuance, Stinchcombe points it out, even if merely to say he won't discuss it at that 
point. He also never loses sight of the fact that good social science is geared towards producing good theories AND 
accurate theories.

Constructing Social Theories presents to the reader a range of strategies for constructing theories, and in a clear, 
rigorous, and imaginative manner, illustrates how they can be applied. Arthur L. Stinchcombe argues that theories 
should not be invented in the abstractor applied a priori to a problembut should be dictated by the nature of the data to 
be explained. This work was awarded the Sorokin prize by the American Sociological Association as the book that 
made an outstanding contribution to the progress of sociology in 1970.

From the Back CoverThis book presents to the reader a range of strategies for constructing theories, and in a clear, 
rigorous, and imaginative manners, illustrates how they can be applied.About the AuthorArthur L. Stinchcombe is 
professor of sociology, political science, and organization behavior at Northwestern University. He is the author of 
numerous books, including Theoretical Methods in Social History; Economic Sociology; and Stratification and 
Organization. 


