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From Routledge : Contemporary Issues of Care  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Contemporary Issues of Care: 

Make sure your clients get the best possible care throughout their livesContemporary Issues of Care presents the latest 
research findings on human behavior and the social environment for social workers practicing at the individual, 
family, and community levels. This timely book applies the functional-age model on intergenerational therapy (FAM) 
to examine the interaction between the care recipients biopsychosocial and spiritual functioning and the capacity of the 
family/caregiver to adapt. The books contributors examine the functions of various social systems in caregiving as 
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well as the social workers role in processing and integrating information to help develop family-centered and 
community-based interventions. Contemporary Issues of Care focuses on caregiving situations across the life span, 
using research findings to shape social work curriculum and to improve social work practice and services. With the 
family still the primary caregiving institution in the United States, the book examines the mutual interdependence 
among family members and the dynamic development of family structure and organization. An exemplary textbook 
for students in social work, the book also includes a workbook and CD. Topics addressed in Contemporary Issues of 
Care include: shifts in human behavior paradigms family systems interventions case management sibling caregiving 
the impact of culture on mental illness and mental health the importance of self-care elder abuse substance abuse 
children with cancer HIV/AIDS diabetes posttraumatic stress inner-city challenges caregiving for gay men and 
lesbians caregiving for persons with dementia community caregiving and much moreContemporary Issues of Care is 
filled with charts, tables, diagrams, and sample interviews that supplement articles from the leading practitioners and 
academics in the field. This book is an essential resource for anyone involved in social work practice for individuals, 
families, and communities. 

AN AMBITIOUS AND SUCCESSFUL EFFORT to integrate several different conceptual frameworks in order to 
expand our perspectives on human behavior and the social environment. Combining a life course framework, family 
systems theory, resilience and a strengths perspective and the functional assessment model WILL BE INSTRUCTIVE 
FOR STUDENTS ACROSS MULTIPLE FIELDS OF PRACTICE. The individual chapters provide important 
information about caregiving roles across cultures, chronic and acute medical and mental health conditions from an 
intergenerational perspective. -- Joan Levy Zlotnik, PhD, ACSW, Executive Director, Institute for the Advancement of 
Social Work Research PROVIDES A RICH RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND PRACTITIONERS of the latest 
and most effective approaches for assessment and intervention with the aged, persons challenged with health and 
mental health conditions, and their caregivers. This new book is AN EXCELLENT REFERENCE for all professionals 
interested in teaching and providing services in processing and integrating assessment information for family-centered 
and community-based interventions. -- Karen M. Sowers, PhD, Dean and Professor, The College of Social Work, The 
University of Tennessee This PRACTICAL AND READABLE book is designed for social work practitioners who 
work with the large and diverse caregiving situations across the lifespan. The book addresses multi-cultural 
populations including Hispanics, African-Americans, Korean-Americans and Latinos, gender sensitive issues relating 
to the older gay and lesbian community, and social problems such as abuse and service utilization. Special attention is 
given to specific medical concerns in the field of pediatric oncology, HIV and mental illness. Practitioners are guided 
through the assessment and intervention process utilizing useful practice resources and skills, for example, the 
Functional-Age-Model and Explanatory Models with a cultural context. -- Shira Hantman, PhD, Head of School of 
Social Work, Tel-Hai College, Israel 


