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George Ritzer : Contemporary Social Theory and Its Classical Roots: The Basics, 3rd Edition  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Contemporary Social Theory and Its 
Classical Roots: The Basics, 3rd Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exactly as describedBy JillianI bought this textbook for a college 
class and it came exactly as described. Giving a review of a textbook is difficult because no matter what the subject, 
sometimes the material can be dry. However, I did pass the class, so that's another point towards this textbook!2 of 2 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0073404381


people found the following review helpful. Great Text!By Book LoverOne of the few textbooks I've kept over the 
years...well written and easy to understand. I reference this book often.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Theories GaloreBy Shelly the GeekGone are the days of heavy tomes weighing well over 5 pounds. This is an 
easy to understand concise version of much heftier volumes.

This text is the teaching solution for instructors who need a brief, accessible text for sociological theory. An affordable 
alternative to a standard text, this volume includes a range of pedagogical features; it is concise yet comprehensive, 
informative, and engaging for a wide range of students.

About the AuthorGeorge Ritzer is Distinguished University Professor at the University of Maryland, where he has 
been a Distinguished Scholar-Teacher and won a Teaching Excellence award by the American Sociological 
Association, and in 2004, he was awarded an honorary doctorate by LaTrobe University, Melborune, Australia. He has 
served as Chair of the American Sociological Association's Sections on Theoretical Sociology and organizations and 
Occupations. He held the UNESCO Chair in Social Theory at the Russian Academy of Sciences, a Fulbright-Hay 
Chair at York University in Canada, and a Fulbright-Hays award to the Netherlands. He has been Scholar-in-
Residence at the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study and the Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study in the 
Social Sciences. Dr. Ritzer's main theoretical interests lie in metatheory as well as applied social theory. In 
metatheory, his contributions include Metatheorizing in Sociology(Lexington Books, 1991), Sociology: A Multiple 
Paradigm Science (Allyn and Bacon, 1975, 1980), and Toward an Integrated Sociological Paradigm (Allyn and 
Bacon). Professor Ritzer is perhaps best known for the McDonaldization of Society (4/e, 2004); translated into more 
than a dozen languages) and several related books (also with a number of translations, including Expressing America: 
A Critique of the Global Credit Card Society (1995), Enchanting a Disenchanted World: Revolutionizing the Means of 
Consumption (2/e, 2005),The Globalization of Nothing (2/e, 2007), and (with Craig Lair) Outsourcing: Globalization 
and Beyond. He edited the Encyclopedia of Social Theory (2005), and is the founding editor of the Journal of 
Consumer Culture. He just completed editing the eleven-volume Encyclopedia of Sociology (2007) and The Blackwell 
Companion to Globalization (2007). In 2006, McGraw-Hill published the second edition of Professor Ritzer's 
Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classic Roots: The Basics. In 2007, McGraw-Hill will publish the seventh 
edition of Modern Sociological Theory, and the fifth edition of Classical Sociological Theory. The latter texts, as well 
as this one, have been translated into a number of languages. 


