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John Swain, Sally French, Colin Cameron : Controversial Issuesin A Disabling Society (Disability, Human
Rights, and Society) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
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2 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Some thoughts are provoked, mostly arguments are createdBy
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Mike the BatThe author does an okay job revealing some controversy but it hardly goes far enough. Mr. Swain is so
blinded by disability rights that he doesn't see he's creating discrimination towards them at every turn. As anon-
disabled person but the neighbor of someone who is, | have learned (with help from Disabling America, ISBN:
0785262253) how destructive the Americans with Disabilities Act truly isto the truly handicapped and it saddens me.
Books such as Mr. Swain's here do not help the matter... and they don't help the truly disabled.

At its best Disability Studiesis an arena of critical debate addressing controversial issues concerning, not just the
meaning of disability, but the nature of society, dominant values, quality of life, and even the right to live. Indeed,
Disability Studiesisitself the subject of controversy, in terms of its theoretical basis and who controls courses and
research and whether it should be shaped and controlled by disabled academics or grassroots activists. Within these
debates, generated by the social model of disability, are fundamental challenges to policy, provision and professional
practice that are directly relevant to all who work with disabled people, whether in the field of social work, health or
education. Controversial Issuesin a Disabling Society has been written specifically to raise questions and stimulate
debate. It has been designed for use with students in group discussion, and to support in-depth study on a variety of
professional courses. It covers awide range of specific, substantive issues within Disability Studiesin a series of
succinct chapters. Each chapter sets a question for debate, places the key issuesin context and presents a particular
argument. Thisis an accessible and engaging book which challenges dominant positions and ideol ogies from a social
model viewpoint of disability.
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Scotland, including Lothian Centre for Integrated Living, the City of Edinburgh Social Work Department and the
University of Edinburgh.



