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Jack Sidnell : Conversation Analysis: An Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Conversation Analysis: An Introduction: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good book for starting CABy cookiemonster636I have used this 
book for my graduate course I have taken a while back. For someone who had never studied conversation analysis 
(CA), a lot of terms used in the book was a bit too difficult to intuitively understand the concept. But once I was more 
familiar with the concept of CA, this book became a lot more accessible and easy to understand.There are many 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1405159014


examples for each concept, and they help to understand it better.I'm not an expert of CA, but I definitely recommend 
this book for someone who wants to learn more about CA.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great 
introductionBy Erik V.This is a great introduction to CA. We have been reading it in a reading group with several 
technologists for whom this has been their first exposure to CA. They are finding the book very clear and the examples 
many examples and Sidnell's analysis of them show just how CA is done in practice. I highly recommend it.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Good choiceBy Hannah CarlileIt is what I needs for class.The explanations 
were summed up very well at the end of each section.

Combining the main findings, methods and analytic techniques of this central approach to language and social 
interaction, along with real-life examples and step-by-step explanations, Conversation Analysis is the ideal student 
guide to the field. Introduces the main findings, methods and analytic techniques of conversation analysis (CA) a 
growing interdisciplinary field exploring language and social interaction Provides an engaging historical overview of 
the field, along with detailed coverage of the key findings in each area of CA and a guide to current research Examines 
the way talk is composed, and how conversation structures highlight aspects of human behavior Focuses on the most 
important domains of organization in conversation, including turn-taking, action sequencing, repair, stories, openings 
and closings, and the effect of context Includes real-life examples and step-by-step explanations, making it an ideal 
guide for students navigating this growing field 

Overall, I was very favorably impressed by Conversation Analysis: An Introduction . . . n its own terms, I particularly 
liked the straightforward, accessible style that Sidnell uses to discuss complex ideas and materials. (Journal of 
Sociolinguistics, 1 February 2013) To conclude, this introduction is a rich source of authentic examples and will serve 
interested students and scholars very well. (Discourse and Communication, 1 November 2012) "The interdisciplinary 
research method and field of conversation analysis (CA) is remarkably well-suited to helping teachers achieve this 
objective, because CA provides tools that enable first the perception, and then the scientific description and analysis of 
regular patterns of human social conduct - patterns that organize, and make meaningful, the world of everyday life." 
(Language in Society, 2011) "This book is an excellent text to introduce students to conversation analysis, situating it 
historically and with reference to other approaches to human language behavior. Sidnell uses insightful explanations of 
examples of spoken interactions to present a comprehensive and well-integrated overview of concepts and methods in 
the field." Elaine Vine, Victoria University of Wellington This is a comprehensive, authoritative yet accessible 
introduction to Conversation Analysis. Sidnell captures so well both the analytic mentality of CA, and the complexity 
and sheer contingency of ordinary conversation. Paul Drew, University of YorkFrom the Back CoverIntroducing the 
main findings, methods and analytic techniques of this central approach to language and social interaction, using real-
life examples and providing step-by-step explanations, Conversation Analysis is the ideal student guide to the field. 
The book provides a picture of the way talk is composed, beginning with an overview and brief historical sketch of the 
field of conversation analysis (CA) and the key research methods it uses. It focuses on the most important domains of 
organization in conversation, including turn-taking, action sequencing, repair, stories, openings and closings, and 
explores the effect of context through a review of foundational studies and contemporary work. Sidnell provides both 
an overview of the key findings in each area of CA and a guide to current research. Ideal for students of linguistics, 
sociology, and anthropology, this volume expertly navigates the main findings of this growing field. 


