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Martin Sanchez-Jankowski : Cracks in the Pavement: Social Change and Resilience in Poor Neighborhoods 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cracks in the 
Pavement: Social Change and Resilience in Poor Neighborhoods: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great book, great writer.By CamilaSanchez-Jankowski added this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520256751


book to one of his sociology courses at UC Berkeley a few years back and I must say it has been one of my favorite, 
most helpful books to read in college. The data is incredibly interesting and the book itself sets an amazing example 
for those interested in sociology and doing research with human subjects.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. cracks in the pavement:social change and resilience in poor neighborhoodsBy Miller's PostThis is the most 
comprehensive study of how poor people think about their environment; how they construct their neighborhoods, and 
the factors that change and resist change in social relations work. It is well researched and reports how the data 
obtained over 9 years of living in these neighborhoods relates to what we have previously learned and how/why it is 
different.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy DaniGreat Read!!

Woven throughout with rich details of everyday life, this original, on-the-ground study of poor neighborhoods 
challenges much prevailing wisdom about urban poverty, shedding new light on the people, institutions, and culture in 
these communities. Over the course of nearly a decade, Martn Snchez-Jankowski immersed himself in life in 
neighborhoods in New York and Los Angeles to investigate how social change and social preservation transpire 
among the urban poor. Looking at five community mainstaysthe housing project, the small grocery store, the 
barbershop and the beauty salon, the gang, and the local high schoolhe discovered how these institutions provide a 
sense of order, continuity, and stability in places often thought to be chaotic, disorganized, and disheartened. His 
provocative and ground-breaking study provides new data on urban poverty and also advances a new theory of how 
poor neighborhoods function, illuminating the creativity and resilience that characterize the lives of those who 
experience the hardships associated with economic deprivation.

There is much to be learned from this perceptive and thoughtful book. . . . [An] intellectually courageous book that 
deserves broad attention. 


