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in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Human Security Report 2005: War and 
Peace in the 21st Century: 

Since the end of the Cold War, armed conflicts have increasingly taken place within, and not between, states. 
Boundaries between political and criminal violence are becoming increasingly blurred, while the very definition of 
"security" is undergoing radical change. Today, security is about the protection of communities and individuals from 
internal violence as well as the defense of borders against external threats. It is this focus--on the individual rather than 
the state--which distinguishes "human security" from "national security". National security is about protecting the 
state; human security is about protecting people. Both should be mutually reinforcing, but secure states do not 
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necessarily mean secure citizens. During the last 100 years far more people have died at the hands of their own 
governments than have been killed by foreign armies. Despite the fact that more than 90% of armed conflicts now take 
place within, and not between, states, most governments and mainstream security research institutions continue to 
focus on national, as opposed to human, security. National security remains important, but in a world in which 
interstate war is the rare exception there is a need for a new and very different global security audit. The Human 
Security Report will address this need. Modeled on the UN's Human Development Report, the Human Security Report 
will provide an annual mapping of the incidence, intensity, causes, and consequences of global violence and policy 
responses to that violence. Each report will carry a series of essays focusing on a thematic issue. The theme of the first 
issue will be "War in the 21st Century". These essays will explore the emerging consensus about the causes of what is 
now being called the "New War" and the increasingly blurred distinction between criminal and political violence in 
many parts of the world. The UN, the World Bank, the OECD, the G7, and an increasing number of donor states now 
accept that understanding the root causes of contemporary violence--such as armed conflict, civil war, genocide, and 
terrorism--is a necessary condition for creating effective policy. The fact that the relationships between violence, 
economic underdevelopment, and bad governance are mutually interdependent is also understood. But prevention 
strategies that seek to address these relationships are hampered by bureaucracy and poor communication between the 
academic disciplines. This report aims to bridge these fault lines. Funded by national governments and the Rockefeller 
Foundation--and endorsed by leading scholars, NGOs, and the foreign ministers of the 13-nation Human Security 
Network--the Human Security Repor will be an indispensable reference tool for all theorists and practitioners wishing 
to generate higher levels of synergy between the development, governance, and conflict resolution communities.

"None of us is secure unless all of us are secure--I welcome the new Human Security Report as a major contribution to 
a more secure planet."--Carol Bellamy, CEO, World Learning and President, School for International Training; 
Executive Director of UNICEF (1995-2005)"The Human Security Report is a classic why-hasn't-someone-done-this-
before project. This annual publication will be immensely useful both to policymakers and those seeking to influence 
them."--Gareth Evans, President, International Crisis Group; Foreign Minister of Australia (1988-1996)"This much 
needed survey will be widely welcomed as the most authoritative compilation of data and analysis of key security 
trends."--Ramesh Thakur, Senior Vice Rector, United Nations University"In a world where war, terrorism, and 
humanitarian crises can seem all-pervasive, the Human Security Report offers a rare message of hope."--Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, The Desmond Tutu Peace Centre 


