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On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast states of Louisiana and Mississippi. The storm 
devastated the region and its citizens. But its devastation did not reach across racial and class lines equally. In an 
original combination of research and advocacy, Hurricane Katrina: Americas Unnatural Disaster questions the efficacy 
of the national and global responses to Katrinas central victims, African Americans.

Jeremy I. Levitt and Matthew C. Whitaker have prepared a fact-laden and analytically rich collection of writings about 
the social inequities that exacerbated the suffering wrought by Hurricane Katrina. It is an important contribution to a 
variety of disciplines including history, law, sociology, political science, and African American studies. The 
impassioned authors who speak in this anthology are determined to prevent amnesia from erasing from American 
memory this signal tragedy. They deserve a wide and attentive audience.Randall Kennedy, Michael R. Klein Professor 
of Law at Harvard University Law School and author of Sellout: The Politics of Racial Betrayal 


