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Steve Estes: | Am aMan!: Race, Manhood, and the Civil Rights Movement before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised | Am aMan!: Race, Manhood, and the Civil Rights
Movement:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Socia justice and human rightsBy DavidJl am aMan isthat a
guestion rather than a statement that we need to pose today, right now? How does a black man get full recognition,
acknowledgement, respect, and full protection of the rights and laws in this country if he has to demand to be treated


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807855936

like aman? White men do not need to ask that question, it comes naturally for them.Estes shows the history that still
applies today of the many episodesin our history where black men were and are treated like anything less than aman.
People may think that this book beats up and/or shames White America, but it does not. | am Man! is an opportunity to
learn the pure hell black men have had to go through in this country in order gain a sense of respect about being a
man.President Obamaiis called aliar, isthat how you treat a man? Oscar Grant |11 is shot and killed by a Bay Area
Rapid Transit cop in Oakland in 2010, is that how you treat a man? Trayvon Martin is shot and killed by George
Zimmerman as boy before becoming a man, is that how we treat human life in this country?As Estes points out in
closing, we should not as a nation be on a quixotic quest for manhood, but on the more promising and inclusive
struggles for social justice and human rights.In todays Americawe must be about social justice, human rights and
inclusion for all members of our society regardless of race, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation. \We cannot prosper
as anation until that is achieved.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy debSchool 0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Highly recommend! By Customerl really appreciated the fast service in
getting this book.Book was received as described no surprises.

The civil rights movement was first and foremost a struggle for racial equality, but questions of gender lay deeply
embedded within this struggle. Steve Estes explores key groups, leaders, and eventsin the movement to understand
how activists used race and manhood to articul ate their visions of what American society should be.Estes demonstrates
that, at crucial turning points in the movement, both segregationists and civil rights activists harnessed masculinist
rhetoric, tapping into implicit assumptions about race, gender, and sexuality. Estes begins with an analysis of therole
of black men in World War Il and then examines the segregationists, who demonized black male sexuality and
galvanized white men behind the ideal of southern honor. He then explores the militant new models of manhood
espoused by civil rights activists such as Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., and groups such as the Nation of
Islam, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and the Black Panther Party.Reliance on masculinist
organizing strategies had both positive and negative consequences, Estes concludes. Tracing these strategies from the
integration of the U.S. military in the 1940s through the Million Man March in the 1990s, he shows that masculinism
rallied men to action but left unchallenged many of the patriarchal assumptions that underlay American society.

"Steve Estes has written a pioneering book about manhood and the African American freedom movement. It
represents a signal achievement, not just in gender history and black history, but also United States history. (Timothy
B. Tyson, author of "Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power")""Estes has introduced
manhood back into the literature without reifying the concept." -- " Southern Historian""1n a broad sweeping narrative,
Estes offers some insights into the gender dynamics within the civil rights movement."-- "L eft History" Steve Estes
has written a pioneering book about manhood and the African American freedom movement. It represents asignal
achievement, not just in gender history and black history, but also United States history.--Timothy B. Tyson, author of
Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black PowerEstes has introduced manhood back into the
literature without reifying the concept.--Southern Historianln a broad sweeping narrative, Estes offers some insights
into the gender dynamics within the civil rights movement.--L eft HistoryEstes has produced an important and lively
contribution to the literature on gender and the Civil Rights Movement. Estes takes a fresh approach to his topic that
any civil rights historian will welcome. Highly recommended--ChoiceSteve Estess| Am A Man! . . . isawell-
conceptualized and engagingly written narrative study of the subject. . . . A welcome addition to the literature on
gender and the civil rights era; it provides an insightful overview of manhood and the movement in one volume.--
Journal of American History"Eloquent and imaginative, the book carries the reader from the battlefields of Europe to
the backwaters of Mississippi while exploring the ways in which 'masculinist’ thinking both helped and harmed the
struggle for black equality. ... 1 AmaMan! represents an indispensable contribution to civil rights historiography
that, due to its breadth and style, will appeal not only to U.S. historians and speciaistsin the field but also laypersons
and general readers.--The Alabama Mandatory reading for anyone interested in civil rights history and African
American gender history.--The HistorianA well-conceptualized and engagingly written narrative study. . . . It provides
an insightful overview of manhood and the movement in one volume.--The Journal of American Historyl Am aMan!
raises some interesting questions and ideas about the role of gender in the mid-20th century American civil rights
movement. . . . Estesisthorough in his consideration of race and gender in the movement, exploring intricacies as well
as fundamentalsin his analysis.--Charleston Post and CourierEstes adds to a discussion on the Civil Rights movement
that all too often focuses exclusively on race and class. The narrative is organized in such away that makes it useful
for alecture-style college course and should be considered mandatory reading for students of the Civil Rights
movement and gender history.--The North Carolina Historical | Am aMan! stands as a fascinating journey through the
race and gender conflicts of the mid-twentieth-century United States and is a welcome addition to the historiography
of civil rights.--H-Southl Am A Man! is athought-provoking and extensively researched study of an important topic.--
Register of the Kentucky Historical SocietyA fresh approach that extends and deepens our understanding of the Civil
Rights Movement by allowing us to seeit through the gendered lens of masculinist rhetoric and tactics.--Southern



CulturesEstes provides a refreshing look from a variety of angles to cover a story we think we already know, but don't
really. Thisinteresting book opens new discussions about the legacy of the 1960s freedom movements.--Michael
Honey, University of WashingtonEstes offers a stimulating critique of the civil rights movement and black politicsin
the postwar period. . . . Estes should be commended for challenging us to rethink the relationship between the civil
rights struggle and masculinity and his book should lead us towards some exciting new developmentsin civil rights
historiography.--Ethnic and Racial Studies[Estes's] particular strength is found in the richness of detail and anecdote
he provides. . . . Ultimately, Estes offers a new perspective on the black freedom struggle that is well worth
considering.--Journal of Southern HistoryAn extremely readable and provocative book. . . . Highly recommended.--
Multicultural From the Inside FlapEstes examines how civil rights activists used race and manhood to articul ate their
visions of what American society should be. He explores the models of manhood espoused by civil rights activists and
groups such as Malcolm X, the Nation of Islam, SNCC, Martin Luther King Jr., and the Black Panther Party.



