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Anne M. Bolander, Adair N. Renning : I Was #87: A Deaf Woman's Ordeal of Misdiagnosis, 
Institutionalization, and Abuse  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised I Was #87: A Deaf Woman's Ordeal of Misdiagnosis, Institutionalization, and Abuse: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. terrific book for anyoneBy mmsx3This book should be on every 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1563680920


high school reading list. With all the news about bullying this book really can put life into perspective for the reader. 
Anne must be a remarkable person to rise above so much. As you read the descriptions you need to remind yourself 
that this is not a story, this is an account of a life that was not created for reading pleasure, not fiction but real. Anne 
shows the reader how everything we know and do relates to our individual experiences from the past.I did feel 
differently after reading the book, not a sense of pity but rather one of awe. I hope you read this book for the 
opportunity to view an ordeal as an opening for better understanding of yourself and others.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. An eye opening book about our institutions that are supposed to help people.By 
CustomerThe book was great. I recently became friends with Anne. I think she is an amazing woman. There isn't 
anything she can't do. I am proud to have her as a new friend. Just wish we lived closer.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Sad story but worth the time!By mackie131Heart-wrenching read from cover to exit.

"I was six years old, alone and terrified, and no one knew that I was deaf". So began Anne Bolander's five-year ordeal 
at an institution for retarded and unwanted children. Emotions were not allowed at the institution, where children were 
beaten bloody for laughing, crying, or even touching another child. Children lived a robotic existence, and like robots, 
were known by numbers instead of names. Anne was #87.She endured five years of this abuse before being removed 
and placed in St. Mary's of Providence Center, where teachers correctly assessed her as deaf, not retarded. After only 
one year, Anne returned home and there survived many more years of abuse. Her story calls for vigilance today and 
everyday.


