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The concept of identity has steadily emerged in importance in the field of intercultural communication, especially over 
the last two decades. In a transnational world marked by complex connectivity as well as enduring differences and 
power inequities, it is imperative to understand and continuously theorize how we perceive the self in relation to the 
cultural other. Such understandings play a central role in how we negotiate relationships, build alliances, promote 
peace, and strive for social justice across cultural differences in various contexts.Identity Research in Intercultural 
Communication, edited by Nilanjana Bardhan and Mark P. Orbe, is unique in scope because it brings together a vast 
range of positions on identity scholarship under one umbrella. It tracks the state of identity research in the field and 
includes cutting-edge theoretical essays (some supported by empirical data), and queries what kinds of theoretical, 
methodological, praxiological and pedagogical boundaries researchers should be pushing in the future. This 
collections primary and qualitative focus is on more recent concepts related to identity that have emerged in 
scholarship such as power, privilege, intersectionality, critical selfhood, hybridity, diaspora, cosmopolitanism, queer 
theory, globalization and transnationalism, immigration, gendered and sexual politics, self-reflexivity, positionality, 
agency, ethics, dialogue and dialectics, and more. The essays are critical/interpretive, postmodern, postcolonial and 
performative in perspective, and they strike a balance between U.S. and transnational views on identity. This volume 
is an essential text for scholars, educators, students, and intercultural consultants and trainers. 

Identity Research in Intercultural Communication features an invaluable collection of qualitative, critical, and 
transnational scholarship that not only maps the landscape of cultural identity research but also offers new insights, 
tools, and directions for identity theorizing. This volume advances and broadens the important study of identity from 
an array of perspectives andas a dedication to John T. Warren and his workbridges identity research, performance, and 
critical communication pedagogy. (Yea-Wen Chen, San Diego State University)Identity has been a historically central 
guiding construct in intercultural communication studies across multiple perspectives. This edited volume does an 
excellent job of representing its rich history while engaging deeply and creatively with state-of-the-art issues in the 
study of identity. The contributions are from outstanding scholars, whose craft is transforming how we understand the 
performance of identity, culture, and difference in exciting new ways, and their treatment of identity in terms of 
dialogue, difference, liminality, intersectionality, and politics is going to provide further stimulus and energy to 
intercultural communication studies in general. I expect this volume to become a must-have addition to any 
intercultural communication scholars library. (Shiv Ganesh, Massey University)About the AuthorNilanjana Bardhan is 
associate professor in the Department of Speech Communication at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. Mark P. 
Orbe is professor of communication and diversity in the School of Communication at Western Michigan University. 


