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Ellen Levine, Beth Peck : ... If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised . . . If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book reviewBYy Sabrel can say the book was very insightful at the
times. Can't believe how people lived then. Read the part about the children's book with different rabbits. Bet the
author could get into some serious trouble in those times if he was found out. Times were really nuts back then.1 of 2
people found the following review helpful. Great introductionBy KaineThisisagreat book for an introduction to Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. for my 11 and 10 year old.23 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Excellent
Introduction to Civil Rights for Elementary ages!By X. LibrisWhenever teachersin our predominantly white
elementary school ask me to recommend atitle pertaining to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., or to African American
history, thisis one of the first books I suggest for grades 4, 5 and 6.The question and answer format lends itself to
reading aloud and then discussing topics that come up, like segregation, white supremacy, the Montgomery bus
boycott, etc. | recently read part of this book to afourth grade class who just had "segregation” as a vocabulary word.
The students were quite attentive and asked some excellent questions.Thetitle is a bit misleading in that some might
view it as abiography of Dr. King. While many sections do draw upon persona eventsin Dr. King's life, such aswhen
he was a youngster riding in the car with his father and he heard a police officer call hisdad "boy." Or again, when he
was young and he was told he could no longer play with hiswhite friends. But as the title says, it's really about if you
lived at the "time" of Dr. King. Therefore, it's an excellent introduction to many aspects of the Civil Rights
movement.While the watercolor illustrations are an improvement over the black and white drawings in earlier editions
of this"If You Lived At the Time Of" series, in thiscase | think the text could be more fully enhanced with actual
photographs, especially since many of these illustrations are copied from well-known photographs.All in all, thisisan
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excellent introduction to the Civil Rights Movement for upper-elementary students (and apparently for middle-school
students according to ancther review here). Thisis onetitle that, in my opinion, should bein every elementary school
in the nation. Recommended.

If you lived at the time of Martin Luther King--When did the civil rights movement begin?--Were children involved in
civil rights protests?--What was the March on Washington?This book tells you what it was like during the exciting era
when Martin Luther King led the fight against segregation.

About the AuthorHow did people escape on the Underground Railroad? What was it like to land on Ellis Island?How
did it feel to travel the Oregon Trail in a covered wagon? Ellen Levine has revealed worldsof fascinating adventure
with her nonfiction books for young readers.Although Ellen Levine enjoys reading and writing fiction, most of her
books for young readershave been nonfiction. Writing nonfiction lets me in behind the scenes of the story. |
enjoylearning new things and meeting new people, even if they lived 200 years ago.Real heroes, Levine says, aren't
necessarily on TV or in the news. They can be ordinarypeople who are willing to take risks for causes they believein.
Nonfiction offers away tointroduce young readersto real people who have shown tremendous courage, even when
facedwith great danger. All of us have the potential. And one doesn't have to be a grown-up, sheadds.When she's not
writing, Levine likes to share the excitement of research and the importance ofaccuracy with young readers. Many
young people think research is dull; you go to anencyclopedia, copy information, giveit atitle, and call it areport.
Using her books asexamples, Ellen explains how to get other, more interesting information. | may not mention
theexact words, but | talk to young people about primary and secondary sources. If I'm speakingwith third graders, |
ask them, 'Wherewould | go if | wanted to find out what it's like to be athird grader? Most will say, 'Read a book.' But
when they say, 'Ask athird grader,’ | knowthey've understood what | mean by a primary source of inspiration.For If

Y ou Were an Animal Doctor, for example, Ellen witnessed an emergency operation on acow. While doing research in
Wyoming for Ready, Aim, Fire!l, her biography of Annie Oakley,she got to hold the gun Ms. Oakley is believed to
have shot in the presence of the Queen of England. It gave me such a strong feeling about this person, she says. That's
part of research,too.Ellen Levine is the author of many acclaimed books, both fiction and nonfiction. Among them:|f
You Traveled West in a Covered Wagon, If Y our Name Was Changed at Ellis Island, | Hate English!, If You Lived at
the Time of Martin Luther King, and Secret Missions. Her recent book, Freedom's Children: Y oung Civil Rights
Activists Tell Their Own Stories, was named one of the Ten Best Children's Books of the Y ear by The New Y ork
Times, and Best Book for Y oung Adults by the American Library Association.Ellen divides her time between New
York City and Salem, New Y ork.



