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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. You need this background before beginning any socially just, social 
work practiceBy AvalonGood intro to social work and social work history and how it was rooted in white saviorism 
and how that intention filters into the system of social services today. Brings to light the many facets of social work 
and how and who are affected by oppressive systems in the U.S.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. 
Fascinating readBy JulesThis is the book I wish they made us buy for graduate social work courses... I used it for a 
citation, and ended up buying the book because it was so interesting. Information presented very well and in a 
fascinating way.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great historical persepective of social welfare 
systems in the US.By LisaThis is a required book for my SASS 470 class at MSASS-CWRU where I pursuing my 
Masters of Science in Social Administration; otherwise known as Masters of Social Work.The book is well written and 
organized, sometime I just wish the print was clearer and larger. Some of the printing was a bit "wavy", and it's not my 
eyes!The book is a "must read" for graduate social work student. It's a keeper!This book arrived in good condition and 
the shipping was fast.

With welfare reform a burning political issue, this special anniversary edition of the classic history of welfare in 
America has been revised and updated to include the latest bipartisan debates on how to end welfare as we know it.In 
the Shadow of the Poorhouse examines the origins of social welfare, both public and private, from the days of the 
colonial poorhouse through the current tragedy of the homeless. The book explains why such a highly criticized 
system persists. Katz explores the relationship between welfare and municipal reform; the role of welfare capitalism, 
eugenics, and social insurance in the reorganization of the labor market; the critical connection between poverty and 
politics in the rise of the New Deal welfare state; and how the War on Poverty of the '60s became the war on welfare 
of the '80s.

From Library JournalAccording to Katz, the American welfare system that nobody likes has been able to resist 
fundamental change over two centuries because of its symbiosis with the social structure and the political economy. 
From his analysis of the history of welfare in the United States he finds that there have always been contradictions 
among its goals: deterrence, discipline, compassion, control, and patronage. Real reform, unlikely in the near future, 
would require that both social insurance and public assistance be replaced with full employment at fair pay, 
complemented by a social wage to all who are unable to work or find a suitable job. A stimulating challenge to the 
benevolent interpretation of welfare in America; recommended for academic and large public libraries. Harry 
Frumerman , formerly with Economics Dept., Hunter Coll., CUNYCopyright 1986 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From the PublisherThis controversial history of welfare in America argues that government must be the source of 
social progress.From the Back CoverIn this history, Katz explores the roots of our ambivalence toward welfare and the 
welfare state, revealing the patterns which have recurred from era to era and which continue to frustrate reformers to 
this day. From the poorhouse era to the New Deal, from the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare, Katz provides the 
long perspective so often missing from the debates over "ending welfare as we know it". And this tenth anniversary 
edition contains an expanded introduction and a new concluding chapter, bringing the story to the present and 
analyzing the politics that lie behind the welfare reform act of 1996. 


