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Marlene LeGates : In Their Time: A History of Feminism in Western Society  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In Their Time: A History of Feminism in Western 
Society: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An invaluable contribution to the subject.By Joseph Daniel 
RitcoOver twenty years ago, I had the distinct honor of being in two of Dr. LeGates's history classes at Capilano 
College. Therefore this survey is exactly what I expected it to be: well written and thoroughly researched and 
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documented by a scholar of the highest order. I am certain that it will be considered for years to come as a 
groundbreaking contribution in the field of Western Feminism and a "must read." However, academic critics need to 
remember that it is an historical survey in under 500 pages and therefore cannot be entirely comprehensive. And while 
Dr. LeGates and I do not share the same views vis-a-vis the role of the Catholic Church ( or for that matter, all 
organized religions), as an oppressive agent of female equality, she presented her arguments logically and 
convincingly. I hope that in the future Dr. LeGates will provide more detailed accounts of specific experiences as a 
opposed to writing another survey.

Marlene LeGates has written a thorough, lively and accessible overview of Western feminist movements from the 
Middle Ages through the latter twentieth century. With each chapter containing a timeline and brief excerpts from 
primary source documents, the text serve as an ideal basis for a history of feminism or women's studies course, or as a 
supplementary text in a broader women's history or western civilization course.

In Their Time is quite a triumph of synthesis--an amazingly reasonable, down-to-earth and highly readable survey of 
women's activism on behalf of their sex, covering more than six centuries and many nations..Nancy F. Cott, Sterling 
Professor of History and American Studies, Yale UniversityThis ambitious, wide-ranging survey of feminisms in 
Western societies raises provocative questions for readers of every background and persuasion. Marlene Le Gates's 
thought-provoking analysis of repeated challenges to sexual inequality and of the overwhelming obstacles and scorn 
challengers confronted over many centuries is guaranteed to provoke discussion and debate..Karen Offen, Institute for 
Research on Women Gender, Stanford UniversityAbout the AuthorMarlene LeGates is a Lecturer at Capilano College 
in Vancouver, BC and is the author of numerous articles on the history of women and feminism. She received her 
Ph.D. in history from Yale University. 


