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Sally Thorne : Interpretive Description (Developing Qualitative Inquiry)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Interpretive Description (Developing Qualitative Inquiry): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good overview but not precriptiveBy SDI'm a junior researcher and 
I'm using this book for an advanced qualitative methods class. While Sally Thorne does give a good overview of 
interpretive description and makes many valid points, I feel as though the book is not very prescriptive. This book is 
well-written and helpful if you want a general understanding of the subject matter, but for more specific inquiries this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1598743309


is not the book to use. I had a hard time finding helpful information on trustworthiness and reliability of the research 
method in this book, which is important for qualitative work. Buy this book as a supplement for your interpretive 
description or qualitative description research, but I wouldn't use it as the main source of information about the 
research method.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ramon RodriguezGood

This book is designed to guide both new and more seasoned researchers through the steps of conceiving, designing, 
and implementing coherent research capable of generating new insights in clinical settings. Drawing from a variety of 
theoretical, methodological, and substantive strands, interpretive description provides a bridge between objective 
neutrality and abject theorizing, producing results that are academically credible, imaginative, and clinically practical. 
Replete with examples from a host of research settings in health care and other arenas, the volume will be an ideal text 
for applied research programs.

"The text takes the reader through the journey of a research project that will in the end produce an 'interpretive 
description' of a clinically relevant issue or topic that can change practice.... The dual message of flexibility and rigor 
in designing, undertaking, and communicating findings from a project is key for all researchers who aspire to address 
complex issues, no matter how experienced and regardless of 'applied' or 'pure' leanings....I have found it useful 
already in supervising graduate practitioner students who struggle to marry a credible research project with a passion 
and commitment to practical and political questions relating to health care. The book is also useful for those who 
consider themselves experienced practitioners of research applied to health care, as the way the message is put across 
is refreshing and clear and reminds us that each research project is a completely new journey that has to be undertaken 
with a fresh outlook."--Guro Huby, Medical Anthropology Quarterly"With the publication of Interpretive Description, 
researchers now have access to a highly readable, practically oriented, and more comprehensive discussion of how 
(and why) to design, conduct, and transmit research using this methodological approach. As a result, researchers will 
be better equipped to implement an interpretive description."--Matthew R. Hunt, Qualitative Health Research"Thorne 
has developed this research method over many years in order to combat what she sees as a fundamental difference 
between social science research and applied health research.... Unlike other qualitative methods, the focus on 
multidisciplinarity, using mixed theories and methods, and the demystification of certain stages of the research 
process, make this book particularly useful for those wanting to apply their research to real world problems."--Ruth 
Bridgens, Qualitative ResearchFrom the Inside FlapThis book is designed to guide both new and more seasoned 
researchers through the steps of conceiving, designing, and implementing coherent research capable of generating new 
insights in clinical settings.About the AuthorSally Thorne, RN, PhD, is Professor and Director of the School of 
Nursing at the University of British Columbia. Her research emphasis for the past 25 years has been the human 
experience of chronic illness and cancer. Following the initial publication of her methodological work on Interpretive 
Description in 1997, she has continued to develop it as qualitative research approach particularly suited to the research 
questions generated from within the applied disciplines, including the health professions. Dr. Thorne is a widely 
published author, sought after as a consultant on qualitative methodological issues, and a committed educator. She is 
author or coauthor of 100 published articles and three books. 


