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review helpful. Granting the reader a complete understanding of psychological discoveries and breakthroughsBy 
Midwest Book ReviewKnowledgeably co-edited and authored by the professional team of Elspeth Cameron Ritchie 
(Psychiatry Consultant to the U.S. Army Surgeon General), Patricia J. Watson (National Center For Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder) and Matthew J. Friedman (Executive Director of the National Center for PTSD) Interventions 
Following Mass Violence And Disasters is a work of seminal, in-depth scholarship focused upon understanding and 
studying mental health oriented responses following large-scale traumatic events. Granting the reader a complete 
understanding of psychological discoveries and breakthroughs in the study of aiding those affective by extensive and 
damaging traumatic experiences, Interventions Following Mass Violence And Disasters informs the reader of every 
necessity to competently help a patient recover their emotional stability and well-being. An important and core 
addition to professional and academic library reference collections on Psychology and Psychiatry, Interventions 
Following Mass Violence And Disasters is very strongly recommended as an excellent reference for all practicing 
psychotherapists, psychologists, psychiatrist, counselors, nurses, "first responders" and trauma victims.

Grounded in the best science available, this essential volume presents practical guidelines for effective clinical 
intervention in the immediate, intermediate, and long-term aftermath of large-scale traumatic events. Vital lessons 
learned from a variety of mass traumas and natural disasters are incorporated into the book's thorough review of 
strategies for helping specific victim and survivor populations. The editors and authors include over 40 leading experts 
in disaster mental health. Of crucial importance, they clearly summarize the empirical evidence supporting each 
intervention and provide other guidance based on experience and consensus recommendations.

"This state-of-the-art volume is extremely relevant to practitioners and researchers in all areas of mental health. 
Psychologists, social workers, physicians, nurses, and counselors will gain insight into the complexities of treatment 
for survivors of mass violence and disasters. The most important contributors in the field provide practical guidance on 
a wide range of topics, including early intervention, contextual factors, organizational consultation, and interventions 
with children. Chapters address what we know--and what we dont know--in this comprehensive examination of a new 
and growing literature. Controversial issues regarding treatment are dealt with in a thoughtful manner. This text is 
essential reading for anyone doing trauma-related work."--Victoria Follette, PhD, Department of Psychology, 
University of Nevada, Reno"A fabulous and timely addition to the psychological and behavioral health toolkit. This 
insightful and unique exploration of interventions after mass violence and disaster is a jewel that should be required 
reading for all those working in, teaching about, or preparing for work in disaster response."--CDR Dori B. Reissman, 
MD, MPH, U.S. Public Health Service and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention"The struggle to develop 
optimal ways of managing the psychological effects of war and disaster has always been at the forefront of theory and 
practice in mental health. This book is a chapter in this struggle, prompted by the changed horizon since September 11. 
The authors explore the challenge of how to manage the effects of psychological trauma in the light of constantly 
emerging knowledge. The book masterfully balances the need for careful scientific skepticism with the need to take 
action to provide the best help possible to trauma survivors. This is essential reading for researchers and practitioners 
alike."--Alexander C. McFarlane, MD, Centre for Military and Veterans' Health, University of Adelaide, 
Australia"This is absolutely the new definitive text on the acute treatment of mass trauma effects. Edited and written 
by leaders in the field, this volume addresses almost every conceivable aspect of mental health response to disasters 
and mass violence. The practical information on assessment, treatment, and training and consultation--let alone the 
comprehensive literature reviews--make this book a 'must have.' Highly recommended!"--John Briere, PhD, 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, LAC-USC Medical Center and Keck School of Medicine, 
University of Southern California 


