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U.S. Militarys Role to Support and Defend:

The application of our Armed Forces within the states and territories of the United Statesis far from intuitive. The
challenges of defending the country against assaults within the homeland are much more complex than engaging our
enemies on foreign soil. Likewise, the introduction of the militarys appreciable capabilities in response to disasters, be
they natural or manmade, comes with authorities and restrictions reflective of an American ethos that will always hold
those forces as the servants of the people, never their overseers. Introduction to Homeland Defense and Defense
Support of Civil Authorities (DSCA): The U.S. Militarys Role to Support and Defend examines the requirements and
regulations that guide the utilization of our forces in the domestic environment. Topics include: The importance of the
distinctions between homeland security, homeland defense, and Defense Support of Civil Authorities as they pertain to
both authorities and responsibilities The deliberately subservient position of the military to civil authorities when
engaged in response and recovery operations following a disaster The unique relationship between the United States
Navy and the United States Coast Guard in a mutually supportive effort that bridges requirements between defense on
the high seas and law enforcement in territorial waters The air defense mission over the United States, orchestrating
manned aircraft, unmanned aircraft, and cruise missiles against threats of the same nature The exceptional challenges
that would be associated with the application of land forces in a defense mission on American soil The development of
the CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear) Enterprise as a function of the nations focus on preventing,
responding to and recovering from a Weapons of Mass Destruction attack New challenges emerging in the domestic
environment that will call for the application of military resources, to include the Arctic, complex catastrophes, and
cybersecurity issues



