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Louis D. Hayes : Introduction to Japanese Politics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Introduction to Japanese Politics: 

10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive but too SuperficialBy Stephan OrtmannThis 
introductionary book about Japanese politics from Louis D. Hayes gives a comprehensive overview on Japanese 
politics and the political system as well as reaches toward the society, culture, and the economy. It is very well 
organized and written with great insight. Neverteless it fails to go beyond the surface (this seems to be partly the result 
of the far-reaching scope of the book). Furthermore this updated version seems not to have been sufficiently rewritten 
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because the changes since 1993 seem not to fit into the overall frame of the book. I have not read the older editions but 
sometimes the texts seem not to be cohesive and misses the main argument. A traditional approach to writing text 
books (highlighting the important aspects, study guides, etc.), furthermore, would make the reader profit more from 
the text. When I read a chapter I cannot always retain enough information to make a coherent arguement about the 
political developments in Japan.

This classic introduction to the Japanese political system has been revised and updated to take the account of a time of 
turmoil in the country's political life. It incorporates new coverage of the end of the Koizumi era, the brief and troubled 
premiership of Abe, and the selection of Fukuda as prime minister. This edition also includes expanded material on 
"bubble" and "post-bubble" economic developments, as well as all-new coverage of health care policy.The text opens 
with an overview of Japan's geographical setting and history. The next group of chapters covers political institutions, 
processes, and actors. Two sections then address the country's distinctive social order and economy, educational, 
healthcare, and public safety systems. Part five looks at the increasingly contentious realm of foreign relations and 
security issues, including China's expanding role and the issue of North Korea. A concluding section considers 
dynamics of change in Japanese politics.
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