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Betty J. Birner : Introduction to Pragmatics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Introduction to Pragmatics: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. It flows through the topic in a step by step manner with sufficient 
depth and great examples. The book made the topic of pragmatBy R. OrdowichI bought this book to learn more about 
pragmatics and its applications in data. I found this book well written. It flows through the topic in a step by step 
manner with sufficient depth and great examples. The book made the topic of pragmatics understandable and not 
superficial.This is a book that anyone who works with data and information should read and understand to become 
Data Literate. It will remain one of my primary references.I am in no way a linguist or someone versed in language but 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1405175834


this book exposed a whole new world to me that helps me better understand two key factors in human and data 
communications; meaning and context.0 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ARGrequired 
for class

Introduction to Pragmatics guides students through traditional and new approaches in the field, focusing particularly 
on phenomena at the elusive semantics/pragmatics boundary to explore the role of context in linguistic 
communication. Offers students an accessible introduction and an up-to-date survey of the field, encompassing both 
established and new approaches to pragmatics Addresses the traditional range of topics such as implicature, reference, 
presupposition, and speech acts as well as newer areas of research, including neo-Gricean theories, Relevance Theory, 
information structure, inference, and dynamic approaches to meaning Explores the relationship and boundaries 
between semantics and pragmatics Ideal for students coming to pragmatics for the first time 

Birner has made an impressive attempt at simplifying the field of pragmatics and connecting it with real-life situations, 
unprecedentedly foregrounding its great potential in coming to terms with social issues. Thus, the value of 
Introduction to Pragmatics goes beyond the audience-borders set by the author and the publisher. All pragmaticians, 
applied linguists, stylisticians, sociolinguists and other scholars who are interested in the way language behaves in 
society should find the book an asset. (Discourse Studies, 13 May 2015) Birners Introduction to Pragmatics offers 
graduate students and upper-level undergraduates an accessible introduction that addresses the traditional range of 
topics within pragmatics through real-life examples. (The Modern Language Journal, 10 November 2014) ...this book 
achieves success and relevancy in ways where other texts fall short." (The LINGUIST List, 9 July 2013) Indisputably 
the best pragmatics textbook currently on the market. It covers all the areas that any modern treatment of pragmatics 
should include, replete with end-of-chapter exercises. My students love it! Gregory Ward, Northwestern University "A 
remarkably clear and well-paced exposition of linguistic pragmatics,covering the classic areas yet also taking a glance 
at newer developments, and throughout skillfully infused with the current debates. Jonathan Culpeper, Lancaster 
UniversityFrom the Back CoverPragmatics is the study of language use in context. It concerns itself with the 
relationship between language and the humans who use it, and specifically how their beliefs and intentions affect both 
the form and the interpretation of their utterances. This introductory textbook presents an up-to-date survey of the 
field, addressing the traditional range of topics within pragmatics such as implicature, reference, presupposition, and 
speech acts as well as newer areas of research including neo-Gricean theories, Relevance Theory, information 
structure, inference, and dynamic approaches to meaning. Throughout the book the relationship between semantics 
and pragmatics is continually addressed and reassessed. By encompassing both traditional and new approaches, and 
focusing particularly on phenomena at the semantics/pragmatics boundary, Introduction to Pragmatics sheds light on 
one of the major issues in the field: the role of context in linguistic communication. 


