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Texts)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Inventing 
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As early modern Europe launched its multiple projects of global empire, it simultaneously embarked on an ambitious 
program of describing and picturing the world. The shapes and meanings of the extraordinary global images that 
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emerged from this process form the subject of this highly original and richly textured study of cultural geography. 
Inventing Exoticism draws on a vast range of sources from history, literature, science, and art to describe the energetic 
and sustained international engagements that gave birth to our modern conceptions of exoticism and 
globalism.Illustrated with more than two hundred images of engravings, paintings, ceramics, and more, Inventing 
Exoticism shows, in vivid example and persuasive detail, how Europeans came to see and understand the world at an 
especially critical juncture of imperial imagination. At the turn to the eighteenth century, European markets were 
flooded by books and artifacts that described or otherwise evoked non-European realms: histories and ethnographies 
of overseas kingdoms, travel narratives and decorative maps, lavishly produced tomes illustrating foreign flora and 
fauna, and numerous decorative objects in the styles of distant cultures. Inventing Exoticism meticulously analyzes 
these, while further identifying the particular role of the Dutch"Carryers of the World," as Defoe famously called 
themin the business of exotica. The form of early modern exoticism that sold so well, as this book shows, originated 
not with expansion-minded imperialists of London and Paris, but in the canny ateliers of Holland. By scrutinizing 
these materials from the perspectives of both producers and consumersand paying close attention to processes of 
cultural mediationInventing Exoticism interrogates traditional postcolonial theories of knowledge and power. It 
proposes a wholly revisionist understanding of geography in a pivotal age of expansion and offers a crucial historical 
perspective on our own global culture as it engages in a media-saturated world.

"A fascinating and brilliantly resourceful study of early modern Dutch geography. In energetic and readable prose, 
Inventing Exoticism marshals a wealth of carefully indexed details around big picture questions about how we see 
other regions and peoples."Mary C. Fuller, Massachusetts Institute of Technology"Benjamin Schmidt has written a 
remarkable and remarkably innovative account of a remarkable phenomenon. Inventing Exoticism is a very substantial 
contribution to the study of the cultural history of early modern perceptions of the non-European world, to the history 
of the book, and to the history of the economics and the sociology of the flow of information. It shows for the first 
time just how instrumental the concern with the exotic was in the creation of the modern image of Europe and of 
Europe's place in an increasingly global world."Anthony Pagden, University of California, Los Angeles"In its 
originality as a thesis, in its elegance of phrasing and conception, and in the erudition it embodies, Schmidt's work 
serves as a profound investigation of its subject matter. . . . Anyone who wants to understand how our early modern 
forebears saw the world may expect to find pleasure and instruction herein."Times Higher Education 
SupplementAbout the AuthorBenjamin Schmidt is Professor of History at the University of Washington, Seattle, and 
author of several books, including the prize-winning Innocence Abroad: The Dutch Imagination and the New World. 


