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Sherman A. Jackson : Islam and the Blackamerican: L ooking Toward the Third Resurrection before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Islam and the Blackamerican:

Looking Toward the Third Resurrection:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Matthew L RamadanV ery challenging observations
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and conclusionsl of 2 people found the following review helpful. The analysis on the immigrant/indigenous American
Muslim isjust brilliant and is just one of the wonderful aspects of ...By SarahEvery Muslim should read this book. The
analysis on the immigrant/indigenous American Muslim isjust brilliant and isjust one of the wonderful aspects of this
book. I could hardly put it down. May Allah give Dr. Jackson tawfiq and bring him closer to Him.0 of 5 people found
the following review helpful. Very scholarly- but | found avery biased point of view...By Andrew WexlerNot quite
finished with it yet- a definite tilt toward the views of Elijah Muhammad- not sure that his conclusions necessarily
reflect the facts he presents.

Sherman Jackson offers a trenchant examination of the career of Islam among the blacks of America. Jackson notes
that no one has offered a convincing explanation of why Islam spread among Blackamericans (a coinage he explains
and defends) but not among white Americans or Hispanics. The assumption has been that there is an African
connection. In fact, Jackson shows, none of the distinctive features of African |slam appear in the proto-Islamic, black
nationalist movements of the early 20th century. Instead, he argues, Islam owes its momentum to the distinctively
American phenomenon of "Black Religion," a God-centered holy protest against anti-black racism.Islam in Black
Americabegins as part of acommunal search for tools with which to combat racism and redefine American blackness.
The 1965 repeal of the National Origins Quota System led to a massive influx of foreign Muslims, who soon greatly
outnumbered the blacks whom they found here practicing an indigenous form of Islam. Immigrant Muslims would
come to exercise avirtual monopoly over the definition of a properly constituted Islamic lifein America. For these
Muslims, the nemesis was not white supremacy, but "the West." In their eyes, the West was not aracial, but areligious
and civilizational threat. American blacks soon learned that opposition to the West and opposition to white supremacy
were not synonymous. Indeed, says Jackson, one cannot be anti-Western without also being on some level anti-
Blackamerican. Like the Black Christians of an earlier era struggling to find their voice in the context of Western
Christianity, Black Muslims now began to strive to find their black, American voice in the context of the super-
tradition of historical |slam. Jackson argues that Muslim tradition itself contains the resources to reconcile blackness,
American-ness, and adherence to Islam. It is essential, he contends, to preserve within Islam the legitimate aspects of
Black Religion, in order to avoid what Stephen Carter calls the domestication of religion, whereby religion is rendered
incapable of resisting the state and the dominant culture. At the same time, Jackson says, it is essential for
Blackamerican Muslims to reject an exclusive focus on the public square and the secular goal of subverting white
supremacy (and Arab/immigrant supremacy) and to develop atradition of personal piety and spirituality attuned to
distinctive Blackamerican needs and idiosyncrasies.

"...offers many helpful insights while giving a voice to often-ignored Blackamerican Muslims....will contribute to the
lively and growing debate over the place of Islam in America and the role of Blackamerican Muslimsin the
contemporary American religious scene.” --The Virginia Quarterly "...setsforth avision of Islam that is a once
holistic and pragmatic: a source of inner strength, a builder of human character, and a bridge to salvation. This book is
required reading for anyone who has ever pondered how the long span of Muslim history connects to the
Blackamerican stake in an ongoing and enabling Islamic identity." --Bruce Lawrence, author of New Faiths, Old
Fears: Muslims and Other Asian Immigrants in American Religious Life"' A must read for anyone interested in an
important and challenging interpretation of 1slam and African Americans." --James H. Cone, author of Martin and
Malcolm and America: A Dream or a Nightmare"...presents a dazzling challenge to the white elitism of American
society and the immigrant elitism of Western Islam. Terrific!" --Jane |. Smith, author of Islam in America'...makes a
highly significant contribution to the literature on Islam in American and the study of religion, history, and Black
Americans. It gives usarare and nuanced analysis of the spread of 1slam amongst indigenous Americans and explores
the ideological complexity and tensions of recent transformations of American Muslim society. This book should
become a standard for classroom usein the courses on Islam in Americaand is broadly of interest in fields of religious
studies, anthropology, sociology, and American history." --Contemporary |slamAbout the AuthorProfessor of Arabic
and Islamic Studies, The University of Michigan



