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David J. Lu : Japan: A Documentary History : The Late Tokugawa Period to the Present (Japan - A 
Documentary History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Japan: A Documentary History : The Late Tokugawa Period to the Present (Japan - A Documentary History): 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Good Companion BookBy HAZInitial Read: A big book of 
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translations, that's what this book is. There are some interesting and important nuggets in there too depending on what 
you're looking for. This book is not for the casual reader, you really need to look at the preview and see what topics 
are listed and decide if you want to read through countless translations to glean something meaningful from 
them.Update Sep 2016: Of course I bought this book for a specific purpose and that was the basis for my initial 
review. Having said that, now after using the book for a while, I can give a better update to some of its finer 
points:First- after my initial read, I found it confusing but now I have noticed that I keep picking this book up and 
reading the translated documents more and more as a companion to my various other books on Japan subjects. This 
book has many of the works cited in the Japanese history and society books by prominent scholars like Hall, Samson, 
etc. When I read one of their cited notes (originally in Japanese), I reach for this book to look up the English 
translation. Very handy.Second- this book has the original medieval (Japanese) document translation for useful things 
like land records, taxes, legal, etc. and doesn't add too much of the author's "educated opinion" other than to help 
explain what you are reading. This leaves you, the reader, room to make your own observations rather than wondering 
if what the author wrote was still the "official" view of a particular topic.Third- With research on medieval Japan still 
being studied by western scholars using newly translated works like this, you can't go wrong with having the original 
text in hand to help you understand the arguments many authors are making for their case on various subjects.There's a 
lot of information in this book spanning a wide period which should be helpful to many students.1 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. Good book for Japanese HistoryBy Natalie G.It is definitely a good book if you are 
interested in Japanese History. It is a bit dry of course because it is all documents, but it is ratehr interesting to read the 
language they used back then and the social settings they presented.9 of 16 people found the following review helpful. 
Lots of information on a small subjectBy A CustomerThe Book is a great collection of articles for the avid historian of 
Japanese history, or perhaps the struggling college student. The book is well-compiled and thurough. A very good 
refrence for information on the Tokugawa Era.

An updated edition of David Lu's acclaimed "Sources of Japanese History", this two volume book presents in a 
student-friendly format original Japanese documents from Japan's mythological beginnings through 1995. Covering 
the full spectrum of political, economic, diplomatic as well as cultural and intellectual history, this classroom resource 
offers insight not only into the past but also into Japan's contemporary civilisation. This volume covers from the late 
18th century up to 1995. Three major criteria used in the document selection were that: the selection avoids 
duplication with other collections - 75% of the documents presented here are newly translated; a document accurately 
reflects the spirit of the times and the life-styles of the people; and emphasis is on the development of social, economic 
and political institutions.


