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R. Taggart Murphy : Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know (Hardcover))  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Japan and the Shackles of the 
Past (What Everyone Needs to Know (Hardcover)): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Everything you need to know about JapanBy Edith B. TerryThis 
book started out as one in a series of "Everything you need to know about X" and morphed into the best book on Japan 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199845980


since Karel van Wolferen's "The Enigma of Japanese Power." This book builds on some of van Wolferen's ideas to 
explain Japan's "lost decades" and beyond. If culture is history, Murphy's book goes a long way to unpacking Japan's 
famously closed culture as well as telling a very good yarn about how Japan came to be in the modern age.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. An incredible history of the last 100 years of Japan ...By Brent G 
HunsakerAn incredible history of the last 100 years of Japan from the perspective of economics. A story of its leaders 
to struggling a country out of a feudal era through WWII and into the second half of the 20th century. As Japan 
struggles to exit a decade of stagflation, an aging population, declining working age population they still lend to the 
world. This is a story we all need to hear. Correlate this history of Japan as one part of a multi-part story of the global 
economy. What you learn here will add to your understanding why the USA is pivoting to the Pacific rim.3 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. An exceptionally comprehensive account of Japanese politicsBy Roger D. 
WilliamsAlthough I am a long-term resident of Japan, arriving at the age of 30 in 1966, I have often been mystified by 
Japanese politics, its leaders and those who vote for them. This book has opened my eyes to the factors behind the 
scenes and has helped me to connect the dots in my own experiences, I suppose the many Japanese names mentioned 
may be hard to remember for those unfamiliar with them, but the author has provided an appendix with brief 
biographical summaries of all the leading players that will doubtless help. But I have seen and heard most of these 
men in person and am amazed at the credibility with which the author portrays the influences upon them, and explains 
(without condoning) their actions. This should be required reading for anyone who wants to understand Japan.


