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Pradyumna P. Karan : Japan in the 21st Century: Environment, Economy, and Society  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Japan in the 21st Century: Environment, 
Economy, and Society: 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. At last - Glenn Trewartha work is continuedBy AnagumaThis is a 
regional study looking at many aspects of Japan, including its physical setting, history, population, agriculture, 
politics, urban areas, economics, environment, and future challenges, all liberally laced with illustrative photos (BW), 
maps, and diagrams. Before the publication of this book, the only comprehensive work on Japan was done by Glenn 
Trewartha, last published in 1965, a 1945 update. With the relevance of Japan in today's world, it's surprising that 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813191181


something hasn't been done sooner.Each chapter has a valuable list of references at the end, with dates from Ellen 
Churchill Semple's time to modern journal articles published in 2002, which make an interesting work in itself.99% of 
the photos were taken by the author, so this is more of a first hand account of what's there than a library study.This is a 
good book to find out what's actually occurring in Japan and why.

The ancient civilization of Japan, with its Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples, is also closely associated with all that 
is new and modern. Looking outward, Japan sees what it has become since Hiroshima: the world's second-largest 
economy, a source of fury and wonder, a power without arms. Looking inward, Japan sees old ways shaken and new 
ones developing at a hectic pace. Japan in the Twenty-first Century offers compelling insights into the current realities 
of the country and investigates the crucial political, economic, demographic, and environmental challenges that face 
the nation. A combination of text, maps, and photographs provides an essential understanding of Japan's geography, 
cultural heritage, demography, economic and political development, and of many other important issues. Pradyumna 
P. Karan explores the obstacles and opportunities that will shape Japan and affect the world community in the coming 
years. He highlights strategies and policies that will facilitate economic and political change and stimulate the 
development of effective institutions for long-term, sustainable prosperity and economic vitality. Unique field reports 
drawn from direct observations of events and places in Japan illuminate Japanese traditions and sensibilities. The first 
full-length English-language textbook on Japan's geography, culture, politics, and economy to appear in nearly four 
decades, Japan in the Twenty-first Century will be a vital resource for researchers, academics, general readers, and 
students of Japan. Pradyumna P. Karan, professor of geography and Japan studies at the University of Kentucky, is the 
author or editor of numerous books on Asian geography and culture, including The Japanese City and Japan in the 
Bluegrass.

"Named a 2005 Choice Outstanding Academic Title.""Named a 2005 Choice Outstanding Academic 
Titles.""Pradyumna P. Karan was presented with the Association of Japanese Geographers' Special Award."About the 
AuthorPradyumna P. Karan, professor of geography and Japan studies at the University of Kentucky, is the author or 
editor of numerous books on Asian geography and culture, including The Japanese City and Japan in the Bluegrass. 


