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"A significant view of the lives of young families struggling with poverty . . . will make it easier to interact in a 
positive manner with [families] and perhaps improve society for everyone." (Benjamin S. Carson, M.D. Director of 
Pediatric Neurosurgery, Professor of Neurological Surgery, Oncology, Plastic Surgery, and Pediatrics 20070416)"This 
is a wonderful book. On every level . . . this book succeeds." (Carollee Howes, Ph.D. Professor and Director, Center 
for the Improvement of Child Care Quality, Department of Education, UCLA 20070416)"Invaluable to those who 
train teachers and service providers . . . It is critical that we understand the dynamics of poverty at this level, where it 
intersects with and dominates family life." (Robert C. Pianta, Ph.D. Director, CASTL 20070416)"The[se] powerful 
stories will inform early childhood professionals, interventionists, and policy makers of the extraordinary resilience of 
the human spirit, even when surrounded by persistent risk." (Hiram E. Fitzgerald, Ph.D. University Distinguished 
Professor, Michigan State University 20070416)"Does a phenomenal job of capturing the challenges, anguish, and 
triumphs of young, single African American mothers living in poverty." (Helen Raikes, Ph.D. Professor, Family and 
Consumer Sciences, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 20070416)"One cannot help but walk away from this book with a 
deep respect for the efforts these mothers make to "keep on keepin' on" despite the enormous obstacles they face on a 
daily basis . . . Few research volumes I have read in recent years have affected me as deeply as this one. This is high 
quality research . . . But this work also has a nearly novel-like quality to it, which speaks volumes for the way the 
authors let the voices of these nine women shine through..." (PsycCRITIQUES (APA) 20061001)"You can feel deep 
in your soul the actual struggles of single parents who live in poverty. If ever there is documentation to support the 
need to expand Early Head Start and Head Start, this book not only captures it but also provides concrete evidence of 
the programs' effectiveness. Great, inspirational reading for advocates and people working in the programs." (Sarah M. 
Greene President and CEO, National Head Start Association 20070406) --EndorsementAbout the AuthorDr. Fine was 
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