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or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Key Contemporary Socia Theorists:

Key Contemporary Social Theorists is acomprehensive introduction to some of the most significant figuresin social,
cultural, political and philosophical thought of the twentieth century. This collection of newly commissioned entries
offers students and scholars an authoritative guide on current contributions to contemporary social theory and social
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science. Preceding the entries is awell-organized chart of the main trends of development in social theory. The result
is an invaluable reference work for all those concerned with central issuesin contemporary social theory.

"Thisisavery good book, which successfully achieves the editors aims of encouraging engagement with the key
processes of the contemporary period. | have no doubt that its brief introductions and suggestions for further reading
will prove very useful to those new to contemporary social theory, but keen to learn more. | would be pleased to
recommend it to my students." Steven Groarke, University of Surrey "This volume will be useful for anyone seeking
to chart the terrain of contempoary social theory ... the work covers much ground and will undoubtedly be a handy
reference for students of social and cultural theory.” lan Tregenza, Australian Journal of Political ScienceFrom the
Back Cover Key Contemporary Socia Theorists is a comprehensive introduction to the most significant figuresin
social, cultural, political and philosophical thought in the twentieth century. Over forty leading theorists from around
the world are profiled in short essays that cover the thinkers' lives, ideas, and major criticisms. The contributors,
themsel ves distinguished authors and leading academic scholars, cover individuals who have developed key schools of
though in social theory: Benjamin, Elias, Goffman, Lacan, Said, Jameson, Heidegger, Giddens, Bauman, Williams,
and many others. Readers will find thisto be an authoritative guide and invaluable reference for understanding the
roots and trends of development in modern social thought. About the Author Anthony Elliott is Professor of Social and
Political Theory at the University of the West of England, where he is Director of the Centre for Critical Theory. Heis
the author of Subject to Ourselves (Polity, 1996), Social Theory and Psychoanalysisin Transition (Second Edition,
1999), Concepts of the Self (2001), and editor of The Blackwell Reader in Contemporary Social Theory (Blackwell,
1999). Larry Ray is Professor of Sociology at the University of Kent. He is the author of Rethinking Critical Theory
(1993), Social Theory and the Crisis of State Socialism (1996), Theorizing Classical Sociology (1999), and the co-
editor of Organizing Modernity (1994).



