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Raymond Williams : Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book in this genreBy Laura G.Very remarkable, interesting, 
useful, nothing else like that I know of.1 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy priscilla 
shaheenI'm intrigued with this text! Read it and follow suit! You won't regret the task.Me0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy C. CongA must-read for legal professionals.
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First published in 1976, Raymond Williams' highly acclaimed Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society is a 
collection of lively essays on words that are critical to understanding the modern world. In these essays, Williams, a 
renowned cultural critic, demonstrates how these key words take on new meanings and how these changes reflect the 
political bent and values of our past and current society. He chose words both essential and intangible--words like 
nature, underprivileged, industry, liberal, violence, to name a few--and, by tracing their etymology and evolution, 
grounds them in a wider political and cultural framework. The result is an illuminating account of the central 
vocabulary of ideological debate in English in the modern period. This edition features a new original foreword by 
Colin MacCabe, Distinguished Professor of English and Literature, University of Pittsburgh, that reflects on the 
significance of Williams' life and work. Keywords remains as relevant today as it was over thirty years ago, offering a 
provocative study of our language and an insightful look at the society in which we live.

About the AuthorRaymond Williams (1921 - 1988) was a Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge University. Colin 
MacCabe is Distinguished Professor of English and Literature, University of Pittsburgh, and author of numerous 
books on literature and theory of language. 


