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Mary Crow Dog, Richard Erdoes : Lakota Woman  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Lakota Woman: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. THE FIRST PEOPLEBy Sam McClendonStraight forward early 
people established and nurtured their land and nature in the faceOf filthy unwashed low crass men doing, even 
embracing, the bidding of scoundrelsWith guns and fire and manpower to take and slay and crush without moral or 
civilityOnly venom and braying ignorance.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Gabrielle E 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060973897


Fights OverAstounding novel1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. AmazingBy NikaUgh, this is an 
amazing book. If you are looking for a new, eye-opening perspective on the modern lives of Native Americans, this is 
a must-read. It's one of those books I read for class and intend to keep. Mary Crow-Dog is a powerful woman with a 
lot of good things to say and stories to tell. Amazing book. I learned so much. Thank you, Mary Crow-Dog, for 
sharing this with us!!

A unique autobiography unparalleled in American Indian literature, and a deeply moving account of a woman's 
triumphant struggle to survive in a hostile world.

From Publishers WeeklyMary Brave Bird gave birth to a son during the 71-day siege of Wounded Knee in 1973, 
which ended with a bloody assault by U.S. marshalls and police. Seventeen years old at the time, she married fellow 
activist Leonard Crow Dog, medicine man and spiritual leader of the American Indian Movement (AIM). Written with 
Erdoes ( Lame Deer ; Seeker of Visions ), her searing autobiography is courageous, impassioned, poetic and 
inspirational. Her girlhood, a vicious circle of drinking and fighting, was marked by poverty, racism and a rape at 14. 
She ran away from a coldly impersonal boarding school run by nuns where, she reports, Indian students were beaten to 
induce them to give up native customs and speech. The authors write of AIM's infiltration by FBI agents, of Mary 
Crow Dog helping her husband endure prison, of Indian males' macho attitudes. The book also describes AIM's 
renewal of spirituality as manifested in sweat lodges, peyote ceremonies, sacred songs and the Ghost Dance ritual. 
Photos. Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalMary Crow Dog narrates the 
story of her youth in this anguished account of growing up Indian in America. After participating in AIM (the new 
American Indian Movement), she joined the stand-off at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, where she gave birth to a 
[son]. Her marriage to Leonard Crow Dog, a medicine man who revived the sacred Ghost Dance, was a learning 
experience for her; she was assimilated into his family. Short, choppy sentences impart a sense that Mary Crow Dog is 
speaking directly to readers, and her story is startling in its intensity of feeling and its directness about the Indians' 
reliance on their heritage and religion. A unique account of a way of life unknown to most Americans, this pulls 
readers in and holds them. By no means a pretty account--the author is graphic in her accounts of drunkenness, 
lawlessness, killings, and drug use--the book is an important bridge to cultural understanding, and a volume that 
should be in every library. --Dorothy L. Addison, Woodlawn School, Fairfax County, VACopyright 1990 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalBorn in 1955 and raised in poverty on the Rosebud Reservation, Mary 
Crow Dog escaped an oppressive Catholic boarding school but fell into a marginal life of urban shoplifting and 
barhopping. A 1971 encounter with AIM (the American Indian Movement), participation in the 1972 Trail of Broken 
Treaties march on Washington, and giving birth to her first child while under fire at the 1973 siege of Wounded Knee 
radicalized her. Anglo-Indian confrontations are characterized by extreme prejudice and violence, but some whites 
(the Erdoes family, William Kunstler, Marlon Brando, and others) offer genuine support. Caustic humor sparks the 
matter-of-fact narrative. Wife of a Sioux medicine man, Mary Crow Dog exemplifies the contemporary movement 
back to Native land, religion, and values. Highly recommended for American history, Native American, and women's 
history collections.- Rhoda Carroll, Vermont Coll., MontpelierCopyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


